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My family and I live in Wairewa, East Gippsland and produce prime beef for the domestic market. 

Our family has farmed in this area for 5 generations, over 100 years. That night, (30/12/2019), the 

small community of Wairewa was hit by a forest firestorm that destroyed 11 homes, many sheds 

and buildings, hundreds of livestock and left us all shocked and traumatized. 

Our farm borders State forest making us very aware of the danger of bushfires every year. We take 

precautions to manage that risk by reducing fuel loads in shelter belts, cool burning to encourage 

native grasses, maintaining shelter-belts, pruning garden and using stone mulch on garden beds.  

We consider it our responsibility to manage the risk of fire but  Vicforests, ParksVictoria, DELWP and 

other bodies have neglected their duty by leaving the forest unmanaged and therefore a public 

danger. They leave it “locked up” in the absurd assumption that land or forest can grow unmanaged 

without degradation.  

Our careful management produced enough grass to feed our stock until Autumn despite 3 years of 

drought but now that feed is gone. We managed the risk to our stock and business, we managed our 

land but the forest has been left unmanaged for years. Vicforests, ParksVictoria and DELWP have 

been negligent of their duty of care and are therefore responsible for the destruction on that terrible 

night. 

In contrast to us ordinary farmers, the forest authorities did no burning off for several years in our 

area even as the bush became increasingly dry with each year of drought.  A small burn, planned for 

nearby Nowa Nowa in August 2019, was stopped by placarding protesters. The authorities showed 

more concern for the opinion of 4 protesters than for the general population whose lives could be 

lost and whose homes and businesses were destroyed in the bushfire. Now the only place that is 

green in our area is where that small burn happened. Everywhere else looks like a bomb had hit. 

Homes are left in ruins and families have been traumatized. As a farmer, as a steward of the land, it 

is most distressing to see. 

On the night of Monday 30th December 2019 at about 11.30pm, the firefront came right over us and 

our 300 acre property. My husband, daughter and I stayed and defended and managed to save the 

house, garage, cottage and machinery shed. However, the hayshed, store-shed, workshop, cattle 

yards, fences and 21 head of cattle and 4 sheep and a goat were lost. Even among the surviving 

animals there will be a detrimental effect as some cows lost their calves and some orphan calves are 

now being hand-reared which slows their development. 

The cost of the losses due to the fire is almost immeasurable because of the emotional toll of losing 

over a century of heritage here on this farm but simply in dollar terms, about $250 000 were lost 

that night. Thankfully, no lives were lost and we are very grateful for that. 

As for the emotional toll, I personally could not talk for about 3 days or only in very limited 

sentences and only to my family. I did not leave the house for several days after the prolonged 

frantic fight against ember attack that night that lasted for hours once the fire-front went through.  

After day dawned, the 31st December, I stayed inside for 3 days because I could not bear to see the 

blackened devastation that surrounded us and reminded me of our narrow escape. I did not want to 

meet anyone for about 3 weeks and even now find it hard to talk about the fire and its aftermath. 

When the subject arises, I sort of blur over and avoid the conversation by saying, "I don't remember 



much about that night. It's all a blur". That's my coping mechanism and it's working OK. I'm 

managing to function as a wife, mother, grand-mother and farm book-keeper and gradually opening 

up out of my "shell".  

The healing process has been hastened by the compassion of many strangers.  Two days after the 

fire, help arrived in many different forms. Men came fencing to contain the remaining cattle, 

truckloads of hay arrived from unknown places, food and clothes were sent to the local Hall which 

began to look like a small supermarket and then BlazeAid arrived to help with boundary fences. The 

generous response was heart warming and helped bolster spirits still suffering shock. 

I am writing this in the hope that will change its forest 

management policy from one of “lock up and leave” to the experienced methods of the pioneers 

who used their local knowledge and the help of CFA and locals to back-burn or burn-off when 

needed. We must return to the acknowledged practices of the Indigenous people of Australia who 

used cool burns in winter to manage the forest and preserve native herbage.  

are hypocrites when they mouth respect for the Aboriginal elders with their 

“Welcome to Country” ceremonies but then fail to implement the age-old Aboriginal practices of 

cool-burning and forest management. 

are more than hypocrites, they are negligent and a danger to 

the rural population of Victoria unless their policy changes. If not, then in 5 or 10 years time when 

the fuel loads have increased again a similar disaster will happen. Only next time it will be worse 

because has removed the timber workers from the forest and in this way he has 

removed both the expertise and the heavy machinery that helped save some of us this time.  

I know 2 local men who drove their bull-dozers to create bare ground fire-breaks in front of 

neighbours’ homes even as the firefront approached. They did this voluntarily, using their own 

machinery and endangering their own lives to save their neighbours. Such men are heroes and yet 

terminated 10 contracts of timber workers only weeks after the fires. Due to 

timber workers returned from fighting fires to find themselves without jobs. Instead of 

being hailed as heroes as some of them should have been, they were dealt such an ignominious 

blow as unemployment.  

Clearly is both ignorant of the true nature of Bushfire, unconcerned for the safety 

and well-being of the rural population of Victoria, hypocritical in mouthing ideology that he does not 

practice and is negligent in his duty of care. 

  
  
 




