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I have two major concerns which I think need to be addressed: 

1. EXTINGUISHING SMALL FIRES 

  It concerns me that fires are left to burn when they occur in remote forests and bushland.  I 

understand that life and property is the first priority, but these spot fires can later flare up and 

become a major threat  This is what happened in the summer of 2008 - 2009 when fires in the high 

country (probably started by lightning strikes) became an inferno caused by changed weather 

conditions, and in February advanced on Beechworth, causing major damage.  The same phenomena 

occurred this year when fires which had been burning since November advanced on New Year's Eve 

into East Gippsland and the disastrous consequences for Mallacoota created world-wide concern.  

The inaccessibility of small fires should no longer be an excuse for allowing them to burn, when we 

have thermal imaging technology to detect them very early, and water-bombing aircraft to douse 

them. 

Apparently it is funding arrangements which prohibit fire authorities to employ aircraft at an early 

stage in fire management.  Inadequate funding is false economy when compared to the costs of 

allowing fires to spread unchecked.    

We have now seen the disastrous consequences of the failure to extinguish small fires - nothing 

seems to have been learned from the terrible fires ten years previously.  

It is disrespectful to the committed and courageous fire fighters who understand what needs to be 

done but have to work with inadequate resources  

 

2. PRIORITY OF CONTAINMENT OVER EXTINGUISHMENT 

 Most of the messages going out to the public during these last serious fires mentioned 

"Containment", giving the impression that fighting fires until they were extinguished  was too 

difficult and impossible to achieve.  This containment was sometimes achieved by bulldozing a fire 

break, but more often by back-burning,  Not only does this procedure not always work - a wind 

change can broaden the fire front - but it can exacerbate the problem - more toxic emissions, more 

smoke hazards, more habitat destruction, more loss of native wild life, more loss of vegetation, 

more isolation of people in small country towns and villages.  In Canada, containment is done by 

saturating unburnt forest on the fringe of a fire by aerial water-bombing.  

 

CONCLUSION 

Both of the issues I outlined above can be better managed by use of aircraft. If this is seen as too 

expensive, then I suggest the cost be compared against the horrendous costs incurred in the last fire 

season. Loss of life, loss of homes,  loss of businesses, loss of livelihoods, loss of habitat and wildlife, 

costs of restoration, etc.  Some of these can be measured in monetary terms, but others are traumas 

which cause incalculable pain.  Either way, whatever it costs to have an adequate fleet of water-

bombing aircraft, both helicopters and fixed-wing,it is worth it. 

 



 

Victorian Government and emergency services 

It was well known that the summer of 2019-2020 would present a serious fire risk because of the 

drought leading up to it.  The forests of East Gippsland are usually moist, and the past practice of 

allowing spot fires (caused by lightning strikes) to burn themselves out should not have been a 

consideration, when it was known that the bush and forest were so dry. 

 

Victorian Government and emergency services response 

At times like these, I think State boundaries should be ignored and either a National or co-operative 

strategy should be used.  This applies to information provided by bodies like Vic Emergency which 

did not include important incidents across the state border which could still be very close to 

Victorian residents. 

All available resources should be deployed to where they are most needed, regardless of state 

borders. 

 

  
  
 

 

 

 




