
Don Stokes 11 April 2020 

 

Inspector-General for Emergency Management  

Submission to the Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian Fire Season addressing the following 
terms: 

‘Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire preparedness arising from 
increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of climate change.’ 
‘In the context of bushfire preparedness, assess the readiness and responsibilities of 
statutory agencies, Local Government and State Government bodies.’ 
 

It is critical for ongoing fire response planning to acknowledge the impact of climate 
change, and for all strategies to be in addition to the urgent reduction of carbon 
emissions. 

Climate change is resulting in rapid increases in length and severity of fire seasons which 
needs to be responded to by: 

• Comprehensive emergency evacuation plans and up to date and relevant regulations  
• Better planning regulations drafted to suit the emerging worsening conditions 
• Strategically placed local bushfire shelters 

In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response to the 2019-20 fire season, 
IGEM should particularly consider: planning and response mechanisms to protect 
biodiversity threatened by bushfire. 

Post bushfire biodiversity survival depends on islands of unburnt vegetation being 
protected and enhanced until the surrounding burnt areas have recovered. 

These Islands must be excluded from ‘burning out’ by fire crews wherever possible. 

Salvage logging must be banned, as standing burnt timber is critical habitat and protects 
fragile soils against erosion. 

The level of risk to the community due to hazardous trees needs to be carefully balanced 
against the ecological cost of removing them. It is particularly important that any private 
operaters are closely regulated to avoid any incentive to predate timber for profit from 
burnt areas. 

Consideration of the adequacy of existing administrative and funding mechanisms in place 
at a state level to support the operational response efforts.  
In considering the timeliness and effectiveness of activation of Commonwealth assistance, 
and Commonwealth resource availability, IGEM should particularly consider:  
 

There is an urgent need for increased capacity for fire detection and rapid response at 
the point of ignition. 

There should be enough fire observation towers to ensure instant alerts in all vulnerable 
areas, especially in high fire danger times. This needs to be in conjunction with increased 
Federal and State funding for an expanded aircraft fleet enabling fires to be extinguished 
before they gain intensity. 



The cost of this increased infrastructure would be dwarfed by savings to the environment 
community and budget due to the avoidance of extreme bushfire events. 

 

Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire preparedness, including different 
methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool burning’, mechanical slashing, 
integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to protect life and property as 
well as ecological and cultural values. 
 

Fuel load reduction strategy must be based on science, not politics, with pre and post fire 
monitoring of flora and fauna as well as fuel loads. 

There is a great deal of pressure to open up vulnerable areas to grazing, which is driven 
by vested interests and misinformation. 

There has also been much simplistic misinformation from the tabloid media promoting 
unstrategic and possibly counterproductive planned burning. 

There are complex issues involved, including the higher flammability of regrown forests 
compared to old growth forests and the lack of small scale cool climate burning where 
needed. 

Forest management needs to be approached as a long term strategy, fully acknowledging 
the increase in fire events and intensity due to the destruction of old growth forests and 
water retaining valleys and gullies, alongside climate change. 

All future strategy should be based on retention and enhancement of our remaining 
natural capital. Including the value of hollow bearing trees as habitat and in protecting 
remaining biodiversity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 




