
 

 
To Whom it May Concern,  
 
I am writing in relation to the Bushfire Recovery Inquiry and people in the country being able to have 
their say. 
 
I live in North East Victoria, Bright and have come across bushfires over the 35 years of being a 
resident, however I have never seen and been affected by the devastation of these bushfires as my 
family and I have in the most recent bushfires in 2020. Many residence have raised concerns 
regarding the management of the High Country after the bushfires which came through in 2005, 
with no one listening or caring about what country people  have to say. I worked at the Mt Buffalo 
Chalet during that time, and witness Parks Victoria not care about what happened to the Mountain 
at the time.  
 
This inquiry has been long overdue.  
 
In response to the major bushfires across North/East Victoria, and NSW, there are 5 major 
Department who have played a role in how this has unfolded. 

• Parks Victoria 

• DEWLP Victoria 

• VIC Roads 

• Local Councils and Shires 

• Forest Fire Management.  
 
I have been through the High Country, Mt Buffalo, Buckland Valley etc and have seen the unkempt 
state of the bushland. The scrub is unmaintained, trees falling everywhere, long grass. After the 2005 
fires, Parks Victoria stopped the cattle grazing on the high country, which kept grass low and scrub 
easier to maintain. Furthermore, people were able to gain access to the bushland to seek firewood 
(this being trees already fallen, not cutting them down), and back burning prior to the fire season 
was able to occur.  Back in the day Aboriginal People would walk through their land, back burning to 
prevent these natural disasters. Parks Victoria and DELWP put a stop to this, and then you wonder 
why there have been an escalation in fires since that time, 2020 being the most significant. It is 
disappointing that no one has wanted to look into this matter further, until lives were lost and the 
mammoth amount of properties, livestock and communities devastated by this.   
 
In 2005, when Mt Buffalo and the Buckland Valley were subject to fires, farmers who backed onto 
park land were told by Parks Victoria that they were not allowed to back burn to prevent the fire 
from spreading. Luckily for the farmers standing their ground and telling parks Victoria “where to 
go”, they did it on their own accord, saving their farms and  more destruction from occurring.  
 
I was also working at Mt Buffalo at the time, and again, Parks Victoria had no intention to keep this 
fire under control. This was also the direction during these most recent fires, until social media got 
hold of this, and Parks Victoria changed their mind and made all efforts to save the Mt Buffalo 
Chalet.  
 



When I was younger I was working on farms between Geelong and Bacchus Marsh. When a fire 
started, we were allowed to plough land, 10m either side of the fences,  to make fire breaks to 
control the fire. We were also able to back burn in particular areas to prevent this from occurring. 
This was not even an option during each fire season since 2005.  
 
I live across from a pine plantation, and in the 35 years of living here, there has only been one 
burning off period.  
 
Across country roads, the space between the main highway and country farmers paddocks is full 
with long grass up to your waist, with no council members clearing this. What a fire hazard!!!  Who is 
responsible for this, Local Council or Vic Roads? 
 
Living in a country area, people have wood fires for heating and cooking. It is against the law to go 
and get firewood and people who do go and collect firewood could end up with a $8500 fine or 12 
months jail if caught. If country people were provided with a permit to collect firewood, namely 
being wood which is laying on the ground, this would allow country people to keep warm in winter 
and do their cooking, and would also assist the undergrowth to be maintained prior to fire seasons 
starting. Please find attached a newspaper article “The Observer”, clearing telling people fines will 
be issued.  
 
In the Chiltern Valley, Parks Victoria have placed signs on the side of the road, stating that it is 
“under surveillance”  and fines would be issued if you went beyond 20m off the main road.  
 
In the road for recovery, the Inquiry should not only listen to the stories of people who have been 
affected, but also ways to resolve this, such as back burning, bringing the cattle back to the High 
Country, allow farmers to prepare for the fire seasons, for all roads to be maintained and residence 
being able to collect fire wood which in turn assist with the management of our forest.  
 
If you made the time to meet with residence of local areas, and listening to their concerns, ways to 
manage, I could guarantee you would be shocked by the stories, but overcome by the ways to 
address this issue.  
 
I would be happy to speak to you further if needed 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Doug Stewart 

 




