
Dear Inspector-General of Emergency Management Tony Pearce, 

I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian fire season. My personal details are below: 

Name: Liz Reen 

Email:

Gender: Female 

Age: 65-74 

Privacy preference: I am happy for my submission to be published 

My personal story of the fires: 

I live in Eastern Melbourne and don't have direct connections with any of the fire affected areas this season. However I was 
holidaying at Sandy Point in South Gippsland before Christmas and became aware of the fires before they were big in the 
news because of the smoke around the area. I know a number of people who were at the Nariel Creek music festival and 
had to evacuate urgently due to the Corryong Fires. I have holidayed a few times in East Gippsland and I'm very aware of 
the special forests in that area, which have been very seriously impacted by these fires. I have been involved with 
campaigns to protect those forests over the years. When the scale of fires increased I felt an awful sense of dread about 
how bad was it going to get, knowing how parched the country was due to the impacts of drought. I saw for myself how 
dry the rainforest in Lilly Pilly Gully was in mid-December.  Then the level of smoke in Box Hill and the period of time it 
persisted were much greater than any previous fire event.  I stopped my daily walks because it was unhealthy to be 
outside. 
The increased focus on protecting lives by evacuation this summer was appropriate as the lessons from Black Saturday 
have been learned. The early declaration of the disaster and leadership from the State Government was excellent.  

I am extremely concerned that much of Victoria will be uninhabitable if the climate crisis is not effectively addressed in the 
next few years.  

My response to term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire 
preparedness arising from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of 
climate change: 

Climate scientists, including CSIRO and the Bureau of Meteorology, have predicted the seriousness of this fire season for 
quite some time. Until climate change is addressed at its root cause, which is the digging and burning of fossil fuels, all 
measures to manage the bushfire threat are going to be limited in their effectiveness. 
The only way to decrease that risk into the future is commencing effective emission reduction strategies across all aspects 
of the economy in line with our commitments to the Paris Agreement and informed by the science of the IPCC reports. 

My response to term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response 
to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms 
to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

Whenever possible unburned areas must be protected. The process of 'salvage logging' risks further dramatic reductions in 
suitable habitat for many species including endangered ones. 



There must be a full assessment in all areas across the state to ascertain what habit remains and how biodiversity can be 
protected. This work can provide a stimulus to regional economies after the Covid-19 lockdown. 

My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 
preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool 
burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values: 

Despite the calls for massive amounts of fuel reduction burning, the science tells us that it is of limited effectiveness when 
merely done to meet KPIs of hectares to be completed. In periods of catastrophic fire it does not provide the protection 
that it has done in historic times. Burning large areas in old growth forests can reduce the habitat necessary for much of 
our endangered wildlife and also promote growth of younger and more flammable vegetation.  

Fuel reduction needs to be targeted to the locations where it can be most effective to protect towns and important 
infrastructure. 

I would like to add the following: 

In late January I attended the Music Festival in Newstead. In the light of the fire events earlier I reconsidered whether it 
was safe to go and then what extra steps I needed to take in case evacuation was necessary during the day when I was 
away from my accommodation. There was a fire nearby while the festival was on. The crowd were all watching the Vic 
Emergency app and listening for sirens. Fortunately it was small and quickly under control.  I know next time we may not 
be so lucky.  

I fear for a future in which we are unsafe living in or even visiting our rural areas with their wonderful forests, mountains 
and beaches. 

I would like to make the following recommendations: 

Please consider the science and know that we are entering a period when some of the 'old wisdoms' about fire 
management are no longer the best way to save human lives and the natural world that we depend upon. 

Victoria must set ambitious targets for our emissions reductions in line with the 2018 IPPC report, which details our 
remaining carbon budget, to retain any ability to manage fires in our landscape. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Liz Reen 

 

 




