
 

 

My personal story of the fires: 

Our family was personally affected by the fires. We have had a holiday house at Tamboon Inlet for 
more than 60 years, since my mother was a young woman. In all that time it has NEVER been so dry 
and NEVER have there been fires like the ones this year in that region. All the bush for hundreds of 
kilometres in all directions has been burnt. The loss of wildlife and bush is unimaginable. The only 
thing that would have stopped or reduced these fires is proper, meaningful action on climate 
change.  

Our house was saved this time by a group of men who stayed an protected the group of houses. 
They were there for three weeks waiting and preparing (and ahead of this) for the fires. Their 
sacrifice was huge.  

I ask that this Inquiry doesn't become a blame game, rather a means to for serious action on climate 
change. Over the past 5 years all the land around the farm where I grew up in the Grampians was 
destroyed by fire, now all the country in Gippsland has been destroyed. I have spent the summer 
mourning the future my three children and all others will never have. IT IS TIME TO STAND UP AND 
TAKE SERIOUS, MEANINGFUL ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE. We have to for the future of our 
children. 

 

My response to term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire 
preparedness arising from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of 
climate change: 

The Victorian Government needs to stand up and minimise the impacts of future projections of 
climate change on bushfire weather, the State Government MUST commit to more effective climate 
change mitigation strategies and targets in line with the objectives of the Paris Agreement. Warming 
must remain well below two degrees and we must pursue efforts to keep warming to 1.5 degrees. If 
we don't we will continue to destroy our precious world. 

 

My response to term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response 
to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms 
to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

 

My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 
preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool 



burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values: 

 Fuel and land management is an important factor in trying to minimise bushfire threat, but the fact 
is cool burns are becoming increasing difficult due to the continuing reduction in time when it is 
actually save to carry them out! In the Grampians this year, there was 1 WEEK when it was safe 
enough to conduct cool burns! Again, we need to focus on mitigating climate change rather than 
continuing on our current path and destroying more bush.  

I would like to add the following: 

I implore the State Government to take a stronger stand on Climate Change. This summer was 
heartbreaking for me. If we don't take effective measures to combat Climate Change right now, the 
future is going to be even more dire than it is after this horrific summer.  

The cost of doing nothing to combat climate change is going to far out way taking serious action 
now. This has already been demonstrated not only by the catastrophic scale of habit and animal loss, 
the loss of human life, homes and property, but also the loss of trading not only in impacted areas, 
but also in cities hundreds of kilometres from the fires. There was a massive impact on so many 
aspects of life due to the smoke from the fires. 

I would like to make the following recommendations: 

It is time to take serious action on combatting Climate Change. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Bronwyn Pyke 

Newport 3015 

 




