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          29/4/2020 
Dear Inspector General, 
 
Re: Feedback into 2019-2020 Victorian Bushfires Inquiry 
 
I write to you as the CEO of Outdoors Victoria, which is the recognised peak body for the Outdoor 
sector in Victoria. Outdoors Victoria supports and advocates for: 

• the industries connected to outdoor learning in kindergartens, schools and the outdoor 
provider businesses that facilitate students and the wider community participating in 
outdoor adventure activities 

• the activity-specific State peaks 
• nature based tourism businesses 
• bush adventure therapists 

The Outdoors in Victoria contributes $6.2 Billion p.a. and 71,000 jobs to the Victorian economy 
(Marsden Jacob report 2016, Victoria’s Nature-based Outdoor Economy), so is a substantial 
contributor to the community’s health and well-being, as well as the economy.  
 
Our four major items outlined via the Zoom conference link up with you and the Inquiry team last 
week, for your consideration are: 

1: The Outdoors sector would like to see more resources allocated to overcoming the air 
quality measuring and forecasting issue  across Victoria - poor air quality information and 
forecasting cost millions of dollars in lost income to nature based outdoor activity providers 
this Summer 

2: More actively encouraging/incentivising schools and community groups to embrace the 
idea of engaging in outdoor activities, excursions and camps across more months of the 
year, so spreading the high activity levels in February and March across into the lower fire 
danger months of April, May and June. 

3: In our direct discussions with Parks Victoria and DELWP, we are suggesting a standing 
workforce through the 500+ LTO’s for DELWP and Parks Victoria to call on to assist in re-
opening activities in parks and reserves post-natural disasters. This was done with success 
after the Black Saturday bushfires. 

4: Exploring the expansion of DELWP’s Forest Fire workforce, offering relief to around half 
of the Parks Victoria staff who engage in fighting fires across the State for an ever-extending 
fire season, rather than focussing in maintaining resources of the parks and reserve that 
remain open. 

Outdoors Victoria applauds the work of the Inquiry and looks forward to supporting the 
Inquiry team with any further information.    

                             Andrew Knight CEO Outdoors Victoria                                                                                                         




