
 
 

 

Dear Inspector-General of Emergency Management Tony Pearce, 

I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian fire season. My personal 
details are below: 

Name: Kayla Neich-Wilson 

Email

Gender: female 

Age: 25-34 

Privacy preference: I would like the Inspector-General to make my submission publicly available 

My personal story of the fires: 

I live close to the city, and it was terrifying to see Melbourne shrouded in smoke. It was terrifying to 
hear the news each day, knowing millions of precious native animals were dying, and checking on 
my family members living close to the danger zones. It made me feel hopeless about the climate 
crisis, hearing politicians refusing to acknowledge the clear evidence linking the unprecedented fires 
to climate change. 

Without significant action, I fear for our future. I have already decided not to have children after 
studying climate change and learning such existentially challenging facts that lead me to imagine a 
much different life for myself. 

In future bushfire seasons, I would like to see climate change treated as a serious factor. I would like 
Indigenous people to lead the nation on how to properly care for this land and manage fires, as their 
knowledge and understanding are paramount. I would like to see politicians held accountable for 
inaction on climate change and land mismanagement, as policies and funding for both are incredibly 
insufficient and directly impact the severity of each fire season. 

My response to term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire 
preparedness arising from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of 
climate change: 

Climate change makes it more difficult to manage bushfire seasons because it negatively impacts 
many contributing factors, such as worsening droughts and longer heatwaves. This makes it harder 
for communities and governments to effectively prepare for bushfires, as these factors increasing in 
severity usually requires more resources and work to address. Climate change also makes bushfire 
season much more dangerous, as we are seeing fires of unprecedented size and ferocity as a result 
of culminating factors perpetuated and worsened by the climate crisis. Preparing for and managing 



such danger takes more time, resources and planning than the less severe bushfires of the past. 
Without significant government commitment and action on climate change, specifically aligning 
policy to keeping warming under 1.5 degrees, Australia will continue to have devastating bushfire 
seasons each year. 

My response to term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response 
to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms 
to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

Australia lost a staggering amount of flora and fauna in the recent fires. In the wake of this loss of 
biodiversity, there is an opportunity. Australia could employ many of the young people worst 
impacted by the economic crisis resulting from COVID-19 to work in biodiversity regeneration. 
Working alongside Indigenous Australians, young workers can help heal the land by through planting 
native species and rehabilitating wildlife populations. Works such as logging should be halted until 
they can be done so sustainably, recognising that the economic benefits of these works are far 
outweighed by the desperate need for restoring healthy biodiversity to the land. To pursue these 
works unsustainably would be detrimental to this restoration process and come at a great ecological 
cost while investing in the employment of vulnerable Australians and ecological healing is beneficial 
to the economy in the future. 

My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 
preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool 
burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values: 

 Fuel and land management would benefit greatly by being lead by indigenous Australians. 
Traditional methods of managing land in Australia date back many thousands of years, the success of 
which speaks to immense indigenous knowledge and understanding of the land and how to properly 
care for it. With indigenous communities at the forefront of bushfire management and significant 
government support and funding, bushfire seasons are likely to be far less severe. 

I would like to add the following: 

Significant action on climate change is paramount to strengthening Australia's economy. We have a 
huge capacity for renewable energy, giving us a unique opportunity to become a global leader of 
sustainable energy production and distribution. Continuing to invest in and rely on fossil fuels will 
only further destabilise our economy into the future, which will critically hinder Australia's ability to 
respond to the climate crisis as it manifests in environmental catastrophes, including unprecedented 
bushfires. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kayla Neich-Wilson 

West Melbourne 3003 

 




