
 

Dear Sir, 

             I attended the meeting at Bonang on the 10/3/20. I would say that the gathering was 

unrepresentative and stacked with Bendoc farmers. There were no people from Goongerah ( who 

suffered hard), and few from the Deddick Valley ( we were threatened by the fire for weeks). I must 

say that I was surprised that you chose to run the meeting on your own with no staff member to 

take notes. Some conservative National Party – voting locals were allowed to dominate the floor, 

some of us were intimidated into silence ( myself included). 

If your impression was that most of us locals support more burning of forests just to fulfil quotas, 

and the reintroduction of full scale logging of native forests, then that is incorrect. I for one disagree, 

there is evidence to suggest that clear fell logging of old- growth forests and the consequent dense 

re growth of various age- classes of eucalypts can lead to more destructive burning. Certainly much 

re growth forest has been destroyed this summer. 

I fully support the creation of the National Parks in East Gippsland, our properties at 

adjoin the Snowy River National Park. Lightning fires have often enough started in the 

Park (2014, 2019). On occasion our properties have been used as a last line of defence (2003). We 

have always cooperated with the departments on this endeavour. However, it is clear to me that the 

maintenance of the Parks has been serially under funded by successive State Governments for years. 

At one stage in recent years we had only one Ranger to look after National Parks the size of a small 

European Country. The issue of maintenance and track clearing in the Parks is a case in point. 

Instead of clearing various tracks before the fire season (many of which have been impassable since 

2014), we saw a mad scrabble by bulldozer contractors to open them up after the fire had spotted 

onto our side of the Snowy River. The Moonkan, Deddick Trail, Bowen Track and Warm Corners 

Track were all unusable for fire fighting vehicles until December. Apparently when an emergency is 

declared there are buckets of money, but nothing for fire preparation before the season. 

I have enclosed a copy of an article published in Green Left Weekly on March 24th; this is a fair 

summation of many of my thoughts on this past summer of massive fires. I would also refer you to 

the submission I made to the Craig Lapsley enquiry of 2014, I made many similar points then.  

At the risk of repeating myself: 

 

• All fires start small. 

• Small fires can only be extinguished with certainty by ground crews with follow up work by 

bulldozers. 

• Fire- bombing aircraft have their place, however they can rarely extinguish a fire start. It 

certainly didn’t work this summer. 

• If a fire gets out of control then larger aircraft become necessary to supress fire fronts, 

however often they cannot fly. 

• Fire fighting in all its forms is inherently dangerous, however an out of control fire is 

dangerous to residents and fire fighters alike. 



• In this era of climate change driven mega fires, the destruction of natural eco-systems is 

tragic, as is the destruction of settlements and towns and the loss of life. 

• The CFA and summer fire crews must be recruited and trained in a timely fashion, CFA 

recruitment must be a priority, however if the firefighting organisations become “ fire 

watchers” rather than fire fighters, I fear for all our futures. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Bob McIlroy 

 




