
Dear Inspector-General of Emergency Management Tony Pearce, 

I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian fire season. My personal 
details are below: 

Name: Marcus Maginness 

Email: 

Gender: Male 

Age: 25-34 

Privacy preference: I would like the Inspector-General to make my submission publicly available 

 

My personal story of the fires: 

I wasn't a personal victim in the bushfire crisis but when me and my family saw and heard about the 
bushfire crisis we were shocked and we also knew that it was more proof that climate change is just 
getting worse due to the latest bushfire being the worst compared to past bush fires that have 
happened which makes me angry and frustrated due to climatologists proving for 50 years that 
climate change is real and that all the bushfires should have been prevented. That's why we must 
convert from greenhouse gas to renewable energy to prevent the 2 degree global warming mark! 
I'm only 29 years old & I have no hope about the future due to future impacts, unless better policies 
are taken on the climate crisis! 

 

My response to term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire 
preparedness arising from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of 
climate change: 

Climate change is developing the extreme drought; dry fuels, soils. Climate change is caused from 
the pollution from burning fossil fuels and new record-breaking heat that is increasing bushfire risk 
reducing the time available for effective & safe reduction burning, all fossil fuel developments (coal, 
oil and gas) must be stopped and existing fossil fuel facilities phased out over the next two decades. 
(to keep warming well below two degrees and pursue efforts to keep warming to 1.5 degrees) 

My response to term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response 
to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms 
to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

The 2019-20 bushfire season has had an enormous impact on Victoria’s biodiversity. 



Victoria needs to set targets to protect and reduce the flammability of the landscape, reduce the 
abundance of critical wildlife habitat for biodiversity conservation, due to the damage of the habitat 
native forest logging across the state should be halted so we can task on remains of the habitat and 
how biodiversity can be protected. Salvage logging should not be allowed in fire impacted regions 
due to the consequences of fire, disturbing forests and the destruction. 

Significant biodiversity recovery work is needed, and this could help stimulate regional economies 
during and after the COVID-19 lockdown. 

My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 
preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool 
burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values: 

 Between 2003–04 and 2016–17, just over 2 million hectares of native vegetation was burnt in 
planned fires in Victoria, much of them concentrated in the eastern part of the state. The Gippsland 
region of Victoria accounted for the largest area of planned burns during the period, with 829,000 
hectares or 39% of the total planned-burning area. (Source: 2018 State of the Environment report) 

Planned burns and other fuel reduction management should be handled where it's effective, reduce 
the flammability of the Victorian landscape by setting serious targets to protect growth of older 
vegetation in forest types where older growth is historically less flammable. Broad-scale planned 
burning can reduce the abundance of critical wildlife habitat features, cultural burning, government 
need to provide support to the expansion of existing and new Aboriginal groups specialising in a 
range of fire management activities, planning, preparation, response and recovery activities, on 
Country. 

I would like to add the following: 

I would like to make the following recommendations: 

Yours sincerely, 

Marcus Maginness 

Frankston 3199 

 




