
 

Dear Inspector-General of Emergency Management Tony Pearce, 

I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian fire season. My personal 
details are below: 

Name: Greg Johnson 

Email:

Gender: Male 

Age: 65-74 

Privacy preference: I would like the Inspector-General to make my submission publicly available 

 

My personal story of the fires: 

The disastrous fire season of 2019-2020 made me feel helpless, pessimistic about our future, and 
angry. 

Friends living in Malacoota lost their home and endured weeks of fear and anxiety worrying about 
whether their son had survived. 
Having holidayed there several times I'd appreciated its wonderful environment, particularly its 
wildlife, now of course, devastated. I now have gloomy expectations for biodiversity in Eastern 
Victoria. 

My anger comes from knowing that governments around the world have had, for 30 years at least, 
clear warnings about what changes climate change will bring. In Australia there's been a failure of 
political leadership to deal with this significant challenge. The climate trajectory we're on in Victoria 
has been obvious to any thinking citizen who's able to read. 

 

My response to term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire 
preparedness arising from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of 
climate change: 

The impacts of continuing fossil fuel use have been predicted by science for decades. The failure to 
address this continuing crisis has had an inevitable result. The Victorian State Govt must seize this 
opportunity to show the rest of Australia how leadership can help shape the future for a sustainable 



nation. Our emission targets must be in line with the Paris Agreement to keep warming to below 2 
degrees and preferably lower. 

My response to term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response 
to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms 
to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

We need a pause in native forest logging so that a proper assessment can be made of endangered 
species and habitat viability in the fire-impacted areas of Victoria. The Vic Govt needs to make 
biodiversity conservation a priority because we are at a crisis point.  

My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 
preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool 
burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values: 

 A hotter climate poses challenges for fuel reduction. More strategic fuel reduction around 
infrastructure and assets makes more sense than broad landscape burning. The involvement of 
Aboriginal groups with appropriate skills is crucial. 
There also has to be tighter controls over the development of land in bushfire-prone country. The 
more dwellings which are approved for small isolated allotments, particularly in our metropolitan 
"green wedges" and peri-urban areas, the more difficult it will be to conduct controlled burning in 
those areas. 

I would like to add the following: 

I would like to make the following recommendations: 

Yours sincerely, 

Greg Johnson 

MELBOURNE 3095 

 


