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I have not personally suffered any personal physical loss. 

But as every Australian, I have suffered deeply from the trauma and effects of these ravaging fires.  

One who has many grandchildren and who finds our native plants and animals not just important 

and to be treasured but fundamental to the ongoing of our planet and species.  5 adult members of 

our family plus their spouses and children, 19 members in all were evacuated from Cape Conran.   To 

see the devastation does indeed feel deeply personal. I share in the grief for the loss of lives and 

property of brave and scared Australians who I wish to acknowledge and honour.    

I want to use the quote of the Russian scientist Valery Legasov who took his own life at the age of 51 

on April 23 1988 exactly 2 years after the explosion of Chernobyl.   He was one of many Russian 

scientists who worked tirelessly but were dismissed by people in power.   The disaster would have 

been avoided by following instructions and acknowledging the knowledge of the scientific 

community with a more nuanced political response along with a deep love for self, family, 

community and creation.   

"To be a scientist is to be naive. We are so focused on our search for truth, we fail to consider how 

few actually want us to find it. 

But it is always there, whether we see it or not, whether we choose to or not. 

The truth doesn’t care about our needs or our wants. It doesn’t care about our governments, our 

ideologies, our religions. 

It will lie in wait for all time. And this at last is the gift of Chernobyl. Where I once would fear the cost 

of truth, now I only ask: 

What is the cost of lies?" 

Each political decision must be weighed carefully and humbly, not just for the immediate short gain 

present, but the future of who we are and the sustaining of our fragile planet.  Now added to the 

fires, Covid 19 has provided another opportunity to see how our present lifestyles endanger all that 

is good and beautiful and on which we totally depend.   

 

 

 




