
Dear Inspector-General of Emergency Management Tony Pearce, 

I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian fire season. My personal 
details are below: 

Name: Barbara J Fraser PhD 

Email:

Gender: F 

Age: Prefer not to answer 

Privacy preference: I would like the Inspector-General to make my submission publicly available 

 

My personal story of the fires: 

Our Marysville GP son lost everything in the deadly Black Saturday fires. Afterwards, 
he did everything to help with Marysville's recovery. 
And Australia should have taken genuine climate action, namely, end fossil fuels and end land 
clearing. but they did not. So climate change's global warming became a main cause of the next 
massive fires in 2019-20.  

 

My response to term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire 
preparedness arising from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of 
climate change: 

Emergency climate action is imperative plus increased fire fighting vigilance on the hottest days.  

My response to term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response 
to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms 
to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

Native forests and wildlife must be protected from fires, logging and feral pests.  

My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 
preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool 
burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values: 

 Mechanical slashing of some areas is far safer and less air polluting than hazard reduction by 
burning.  

I would like to add the following: 

We need the whole of Australia to urgently take the best science-based climate action and set a 
great example to help the world change to a healthier, safer, fairer future. 



I would like to make the following recommendations: 

End fossil fuel production, fossil fuel subsidies and exports within the next two years. 
Speed ahead with developing renewable energy and its storage. 
End land clearing and protect our native forests especially from logging and fires. 
Strengthen our fire-fighting industry. 
Thank you for enabling this brief but heart-felt submission.  

Yours sincerely, 

Barbara J Fraser PhD 

Burwood, Victoria 3125 




