
My draft submission below: 
Dear Inspector-General of Emergency Management Tony Pearce, 

I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian fire season. My personal 
details are below: 

Name: Despina Filippidis 

Email

Gender: Female 

Age: 45-54 

Privacy preference: I would like the Inspector-General to make my submission publicly available 

 

My personal story of the fires: 

 

My response to term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire 
preparedness arising from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result 
of climate change: 

My concerns relate to the diminishing natural habitat and the biodiversity found within. If we are not 
curtailing the impact of human activity by reducing our encroachment on forested lands, then the 
incidence of extreme bushfire seasons will continue into the future. 

My response to term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational 
response to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and 
response mechanisms to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

Due to the unprecedented loss of thousands of hectares of bushland and wildlife this summer season 
2019/2020 we need to ensure that government policies DO NOT allow for planned logging and 
continued commercial interests, disregarding the environmental losses. 

My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 
preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool 
burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values: 

  

I would like to add the following: 



Our natural environment should be preserved at ALL COST, as without the flora and fauna that once 
prevailed in our beautiful yet vast country, the future for the human population will be severely 
impacted. Our collective health and wellbeing depends upon the quality and magnitude of our natural 
environs. 

I would like to make the following recommendations: 

Please do not sell off Crown lands to developers, especially overseas interests who do not value 
Australia's heritage and/or flora & fauna. 
Only tender offers from local developers with a proven Green/Carbon Neutral Credential who can 
provide an amicable solution to sustaining a business with our flora & fauna uncompromised. 

Yours sincerely, 

Despina Filippidis 

PARK ORCHARDS 3114 

 


