
 

Dear Inspector-General of Emergency Management Tony Pearce, 

I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian fire season. My personal 
details are below: 

Name: Vicky Ellmore 

Email: 

Gender: Female 

Age: 35-44 

Privacy preference: I would like the Inspector-General to make my submission publicly available 

 

My personal story of the fires: 

This summer was a far cry from the carefree summers I am used to. Although not near the fire front, 
the fires over the summer made me feel a deep fear - fear for Australian citizens and wildlife that 
were in or near fire affected areas, including fire fighters, and fear for those whose health could be 
affected by the smoke haze, including myself. 

This fear was not only driven by the fires themselves but also by what they represent, which is 
something that I have known for a while, but something that I myself had not yet had to face and 
had not been impacted by directly - that climate change is real and is here now. 

The fires made me scared not only for the summer but for the future because unless the climate 
crisis is addressed, they will get worse, along with all the other catastrophic impacts of climate 
change. The root cause of the worsening of Australia's fire season - which scientific evidence 
attributes to climate change, with one of the CSIRO’s senior climate researchers, Dr Michael Grose 
stating: "our management makes a difference, but the climate is a fundamental determinant of the 
fire risk we face, and Australia’s climate is changing as seen in our observed temperature, rainfall 
record and the long-term trends (from 1950) in FFDI. This is what the scientific evidence indicates. 
Last year saw the highest annual accumulated FFDI on record. This underlying long-term trend of 
increasing fire danger over time is projected to continue under climate change, with more days of 
high danger categories." - has to be attended to for any difference to be made to future fire seasons. 

My response to term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire 
preparedness arising from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of 
climate change: 



The biggest challenge to bushfire preparedness is climate change. It was predicted by numerous 
credible scientific bodies including the CSIRO and the Bureau of Meteorology that climate change 
would increase fire weather risk in Australia and this fire season saw these predictions come true. 

Future bushfire preparedness and how the severity of future bushfire seasons can be prevented 
should be based in science. 

And the science says that the extreme drought, dry fuels and soils, and record-breaking heat that is 
increasing bushfire risk is exacerbated by climate change. 

The science says that to reduce the impact of climate change and reduce the risk of future 
catastrophic fires all new fossil fuel developments, including coal, oil and gas, must be stopped and 
existing fossil fuel facilities phased out over the next two decades. 

The science says that more effective climate change mitigation strategies and targets that are at the 
very least in line with the objectives of the Paris Agreement (but really should be stronger) must be 
committed to by the State Government to keep warming below two degrees in order to minimise 
the impacts of climate change on bushfire weather. 

My response to term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response 
to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms 
to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

Bushfires' biodiversity threats must be considered. This includes the protection of natural refuges for 
wildlife by protecting islands of unburnt vegetation within burnt areas from burning out by fire 
crews and the consideration of the recovery of vegetation by not allowing salvage logging in fire-
impacted regions, as well as the protection of currently unaffected habitats such as native forest by 
ceasing the logging of these areas. 

Investment in recovery work will not only protect biodiversity, but is a way to stimulate regional 
economies. 

My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 
preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool 
burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values: 

While being an an important tool for reducing fire risk, hazard reduction on its own will not prevent 
future catastrophic fires. Under fire conditions that are as severe as the ones seen this summer, 
hazard reduction has a lesser effect and the window of time available for effective and safe hazard 
reduction burning is being reduced due to the lengthening of the bushfire season due to climate 
change. 

Any burning that is conducted must take into account critical wildlife habitat features in order to 
protect biodiversity, the protection of old growth forests and cultural burning practices. 

I would like to make the following recommendations: 

Please consider the fact that the severity of Australia's bushfires can not be reduced without 
addressing climate change and please act in accordance with the science concerning climate change, 
hazard reduction burns and the Australian 2019/20 bushfire season. 



Yours sincerely, 

Vicky Ellmore 

Northcote 3070 

 




