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ices and their effectiveness with an 
 

 

Stop talking about and debating whether climate change exists. We need to increase our 
commitment to reducing carbon emissions, the cause of climate change. Also, under increasingly 
longer and more severe bushfire seasons there is an urgent need for comprehensive, strategic 
emergency evacuation plans and stronger wildfire preparedness, including support for private 
bushfire shelters, better planning regulations and other means of protection for people living in high 
bushfire risk areas. Last summer showed that many more people than would be commonly thought 
of, live in fire prone areas. 

 

2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider: planning and response mechanisms to 
 

 

Patches of unburnt vegetation within burn areas must be protected f
whenever possible. Those who make the 'burning out' decisions must have the expertise ecologists 
bring, along with expertise in fire behaviour, to determine what is critical to burn, and what isn't. 
The burning of natural refuge areas increases the ecological impacts of wildfire and inhibits, or at 
worse destroys, the recovery of plants and wildlife. This can never be a good outcome. 

-affected 
forests to mechanical disturbance during the critical recovery stage of the vegetation and should not 
be allowed in fire impacted regions. In addition, there needs to be much clearer regulation and 
assessment of hazardous tree removal to avoid the wholesale roadside clearing that happened in 
this fire season. It is hard not to describe this as anything but vandalism. 

Also, animals such as deer that are well recognised as a threat to natural ecosystems, were not 
culled at a time where they were exposed in the landscape and culling could have made a significant 
long-term contribution to flora and fauna recovery. This was a wasted opportunity. 

 

mechanisms in 
the timeliness and effectiveness of activation of Commonwealth assistance, and Commonwealth 

 

 



There is an urgent need for increased capacity for control of fire at the point of ignition. We need a 
radical increase of secure state and federal funding to support the operational costs of fighting 
wildfires before they become uncontrollable in both remote and populated areas.  

 

slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to protect life and property as 
 

 

It is abhorrent to see tree canopies of Mountain Ash are left burnt following planned burns. This is 
not a cool burn, surely. A strategically planned burning program that minimises ineffective and 
counterproductive burns is critical for biodiversity protection and healthy landscapes. 

Also, Victoria needs to seriously engage with fire-stick practitioners and its principles, combined with 
sound science. We pay lip service to cultural knowledge, and true partnerships.    

Also, Victoria needs to improve pre and post-fire monitoring of flora and fauna, and pre and post-fire 
monitoring of fuel loads. Weed management post planned burns must be a critical aspect of these 
programs. An understorey of invasive weeds post planned burns is poor management. 

 

Community response 

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us that people won't always do what is right for the greater 
good of communities, even when advise such as 'evacuate now' is given. The media should not have 
turned people who didn't evacuate areas when asked to into heroes. The heroes were those who 
heeded the warnings and went home, ensuring emergency services were less impeded and could do 
what they really needed to do at the most critical times. 

 

Victorian Government and emergency services response 

VicEmergency works well. The early web-based system of years ago was unreliable. Well done to the 
VicEmergency developers/maintenance people. A huge investment, I am sure, that is critically 
important. 

The Commonwealth response was way too slow. The Commonwealth now needs to address climate 
change in a serious, bi-partisan way. It's embarrassing as a nation. Let's be world leaders in 
addressing this core issue. 

 

Recovery activities 

We no longer hear about the bushfires. I appreciate the COVID-19 pandemic is dominating world 
news, however the recent Australian bushfire season was catastrophic. The personal losses, the 
recovery of communities and our natural ecosystems cannot be forgotten as we plan for post 
COVID-19 recovery. 




