
Submission to the Inspector General for Emergency Management (IGEM)  

Regarding the Inquiry into the 2019/2020 fire season  

 

As a community voice for one of Melbourne’s outer Easter Councils, Croydon Conservation Society 

has a well informed opinion on some of the directions and steps required to avoid another 

bushfire season like the 2019 ones, in which so much native bush was burned. 

A warming climate exacerbates the wildfire risks already heightened by lack of opportunity to carry 

out cool burns. In fact, Climate Change dry lightning hits have burned Australia at it’s heart, with an 

intensity of heat, that many regions will never recover from, at the same time decimating Australia’s 

wildlife. 

We have just learned, in the most horrific way, a very important lesson from Nature, which is to 

attack a problem at the source, not tinker around at the edges.  In this case, reduction of Carbon 

emissions is of the highest priority, it is the causation of wild weather events, droughts so severe our 

land is blown away in dust storms, followed by incredible rainfall events that wash away anything 

left, at the same time drowning stock. Our use of free-from-the-sky rainfall which should in theory 

fill our rivers, must be fully and fairly regulated to ensure food and farming stays healthily viable. It 

should never have been saved and sold to the highest bidder. To continue to do this is in an arid land 

is pure madness. It can leave us devoid of local available water to fight fires. 

The effect of Climate change on the length of the fire season, fire management and response now 

require a change in our historical approach of reliance on ‘Control Burns’ subject to weather.  We 

need to be more proactive in Government and the community to ensure that the number of 

disastrous fires are reduced and not become the norm.  An Inquiry into emergency management is 

actually an opportunity to review what actually matters for our collective survival. Suddenly we find 

ourselves reliant on people in a society, not just driven by an economy. Money alone, can’t feed us, 

nor can it fix a pandemic, or stop a catastrophic fire. 

Money together with commitment is however, the means by which we should develop better 

strategies for allowing “care for country” to be learned from and promoted by, the Aboriginal elders 

who have been taught the skill of cool burning while caring for country. This should be the very 

highest priority.  

We have previously thought that we “know what we are doing” when we burn, but there is more to 

the art than just scientific but not well tested knowledge. While this is being rolled out across our 

wide brown, now scorched land, we also need assistance in creating appropriate bunkers, shelters, 

or dugouts, as they once were to ensure no loss of life. Whether these are small scale, done by 

individuals living in areas with one road in and out, or whether larger easier to access facilities that 

can be used as emergency locations for a few weeks, will be determined by many factors. 

Considering topography, safe access for our firefighters and ability to drop-in supplies, and evacuate 

emergencies, preferably not from inaccessible beaches, will need to be fully assessed reviewed and 

decided. 

After devastating fires such as the recent fires across the Eastern states there is always a cry for 

more controlled burning.  This was the case after the 2009 fires in Victoria where the area required 

to be burnt off was substantially increased.  As the ‘Controlled Burn Off’ are very susceptible to the 

vagaries of weather the planned burn offs are limited in area and often ineffective.  It is important 

that consideration be given that the ‘Control Burn Off’ together with selective clearing of trees and 
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undergrowth be limited to the fringe areas surrounding residential areas and rural communities and 

township. Islands of land initially acting as wildlife refuges, when surrounded by fire become over 

populated rapidly and species are again threatened due to not just competition but also from attack 

by feral cats and dogs. Caring for country, means the slow and systematic removal of domestic 

animals gone wild, as they feast of a huge variety of native birds, lizards, small mammals and even 

corpses of missing people lost in inaccessible bushland.  

 

Regarding the use of burnt trees as available timber for sale, it was opportunistic to say the least. It 

completely reconfirms an economic worth on something above all eses. These dead trees too far 

gone to coppice, may well still provide nesting hollows, and when fallen, provide decaying material 

to re-invigorate the scorched earth, or perches for surviving animals as they move through to find 

scarce food, soil compaction due to heavy machinery and piles of material to be burnt again, just 

adding to the emissions. 

Over the past few years due to extensive logging, bush fires and ‘Controlled Burning’ the biodiversity 

of the state forest and reserves are dramatically changing with consequential effect on both flora 

and fauna of the regions.  The planned ‘Control Burns’ often include the remnant pockets of forest 

that survived devastation by earlier fires.  These remaining pockets of local biodiversity and 

sanctuary for birds and wildlife are reduced to a scorched earth after the ‘Control Burn’ allowing the 

weed species and more aggressive undergrowth to appear replacing the original environment of the 

area.  

Regarding the propensity for fires to become airborne and jump across ravines and whole ranges, 

we also need the capacity to hit fire hard and fast. This means providing enough aerial equipment 

and water locations for effective aerial water bombing. This could and probably should, have made a 

significant difference to the outcome of the enormity of last season’s burn. Maybe these resources 

need to be shared internationally so that the usefulness of the equipment and skills of operators is 

not underutilised and the costs are shared across a few countries. 

Finally, we wish the panel members, a valuable and bipartisan open and listening opportunity to 

hear from the wider community, with regard to what is now, unfortunately an expected annual 

event, long in duration and devastating in effect. 

On behalf on Croydon Conservation Society committee 

Liz Sanzaro.President 

 

 

 

 




