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Preamble 

We are residents of Mallacoota whose house and garage were destroyed in the December 31st 2019 

Mallacoota bushfire.  We are planning to rebuild on our cleared block thanks to insurance payout, 

the generous Victorian Government 2020 Clean-Up Program, and other Government and NGO 

grants.  We are retired and had careers in science (medical research and Bushland 

management).  We are volunteer members of our local Bush Care and Coast Care groups and are 

currently documenting the recovery of our burnt vegetation communities and attempting to control 

weeds that have germinated after the fires. We have followed the findings of climate and 

environmental scientists for several years and accept their recommendations.  

  

Use strategic methods to protect towns – stop broadscale burning of the landscape 

We do not support the popular and simplistic notion that there should be more control/hazard 

reduction burns in the tall eucalypt forests of the Great Dividing Range.  This has done little to 

reduce the number and severity of bush fires and is acknowledged now by Chief Fire Officers.  If 

anything, too frequent rounds of control burns can have the effect of increasing the flammability of 

the landscapes where we live by promoting dense new forests of Acacias and Eucalypts.  In addition, 

too frequent burning decreases biodiversity which is a loss to us all. 

We do however, support strategic clearing around vulnerable towns and settlements, e.g. by 

mulching. 

  

Enhance Rapid Response methods  

We strongly support one of the recommendations of the Black Saturday Royal Commission which 

was to place major importance on Rapid Response.  We acknowledge that this is less practical in 

remote towns such as Mallacoota, but given the unprecedented ferocity and extent of the Black 

Summer bush fires it is probably an extra expense worth the investment. 

                Our Mallacoota fire originated from a dry lightning strike near the Wingan River.  Dry 

lightning is caused by smoke from a bushfire sometimes a great distance away.  So, part of a rapid 

response should be to have the technology to predict such lightening and to prepare for a quick 

aerial response as well as using some tried and tested ‘old technologies’ e.g. fire towers. 



  

Reduce native forest logging  

We welcome the Victorian Governments initiative to phase out logging in native forests by 

2030.  Logging has and continues to promote more flammable forests as is recognized by leading 

environmental scientists.  The logging industry still has access to some high conservation areas in 

State Forests which should be re gazette to National Parks or added to the inventory of State Flora 

Reserves.  In the long term these protected areas would return to their less flammable natural. 

                The logging tracks should be maintained for fire fighting trucks and crews when needed as 

part of a rapid response. 

  

Maintain and increase funding for fire fighters 

Funds should be increased to employ more personnel in Forest Fire Management and CFA, and to 

increase the necessary machinery, aircraft and vehicles for fire fighting.    

  

Educate/inform the public about weather and climate 

We feel there is a need to educate and inform the public about the subject of meteorology so that 

they can better interpret and understand forecast weather conditions e.g how to interpret a 

synoptic chart would be useful.  This might have lessened the ‘herd mentality’ of many holiday 

makers who descended in Mallacoota over the Christmas break when bushfires were active in 

Gippsland and the weather was forecast to be extreme/catastrophic.  When the fire was reaching 

Mallacoota there were still people who refused to leave against the best advice.  Given that 

thousands of holiday makers became stranded in Mallacoota we would support the police being 

given more powers to force tourists away for their own good and survival. 

 




