
My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 
preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool 
burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values: 
  
I do believe the fuel load played an enormous role in the resultant fires within Gippsland, Victoria. 
Residents have been begging authorities to act on this for decades; this has fallen on deaf ears to 
date. Methods to successfully remove remaining fuel loads in the immediate future need to be agreed 
with local community consultation and implemented. The Defence Force could be called in to assist in 
this major task. 
 
Reverse the State Legislation decision making it illegal to collect logs and fire wood from off road and 
the sides of the road. Much of this debris would be removed year round, by people collecting their 
own fire wood for their home wood fire heaters, if this law was reversed. 

Pine Forests are not a suitable tree in an Australian environment given the natural lack of water and 
annual fire seasons which, as you suggest, are just getting progressively worse. Pine is a natural fire 
fuel....it should be replaced with more environmental friendly alternatives. Pine Forests planting needs 
to be strictly controlled in the Australian environment. 

 

I would like to add the following: 

Salvage logging needs to be closely monitored given the number of mammals, lizards and birds that 
now use these burnt out acres as their new habitat and security from predators. 

Look to past practices - native aboriginal and farming practices of our natural Australian environment 
for improving/removing the current ways we are managing our natural environments. 

Determine contaminated waterways, dams, rivers etc as a direct result of fires, their smoke and ash 
and determine the fastest and most efficient ways to remove contaminants - perhaps use the Defence 
Force in this task. 

 

I would like to make the following recommendations: 

Introduction of a bounty on fox, feral cat, indian minors and pigs be introduced to remove these pests 
from the Australian landscape. The hunters would need to be licenced, so as to keep weekend 
shooters out of the mix. This would greatly assist our Australian wildlife to regenerate. Fire stricken 
areas should be the first priority. 

I would also like to recommend an Australian wide law stating that domestic cats as pets must be kept 
indoors from 6pm - 7am each day by their owners throughout the year, or suffer a huge fine. This 
would ensure our native animals in suburbia are allowed to thrive. 

Save all excess native animals from culling. Western Australia is culling wombats whilst Tasmania is 
culling Kookaburras; these native animals could be captured rather than culled, and relocated to the 
mainland where they are desperately needed to boost their numbers in fire stricken areas. This 
should apply to all suggested native animal culls in future. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lynne Corboy 




