
 

 

Dear Inspector-General of Emergency Management Tony Pearce,  

I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian fire 
season. My personal details are below: 

Name: Marianne Conn 

Email:

Gender: female 

Age: 65-74 

Privacy preference: I would like the Inspector-General to make my submission 
publicly available 

 

My personal story of the fires: 

My extended family in NSW were affected. My feelings were that I was very sad for 
the areas that I had previously lived in and near, those being near Dorrigo and 
Corryong (Tallangatta, old and new). 

 

My response to term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for 
bushfire preparedness arising from increasingly longer and more severe 
bushfire seasons as a result of climate change: 

In the 2008 Ross Garnaut in a Climate Change Review, which examined the 
scientific evidence around the impacts of climate change on Australia and its 
economy, he predicted that without adequate action, the nation would face a more 
frequent and intense fire season by 2020. Why wasn't he listened to? 
Leave fossil fuels in the ground!! Yes, stop the use of coal, oil and gas to help the 
lowering effect of Climate Change. Definitely aim at 1.5 degrees to reduce global 
warming. 

My response to term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s 
operational response to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly 
consider, “planning and response mechanisms to protect biodiversity 
threatened by bushfire”: 



Please encourage the IGEM to definitely control, that the burnt areas be protected 
from ‘burning out’ by fire crews and that savage logging be banned. We do not want 
burning and logging of these natural refuge areas increasing the ecological impacts 
of wildfire and inhibiting the recovery of plants and wildlife. 
Use the significant biodiversity recovery work that is needed to stimulate regional 
economies during and after the COVID-19 lockdown. 

My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches 
to bushfire preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land 
management (for example ‘cool burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated 
forest management, traditional fire approaches) to protect life and property as 
well as ecological and cultural values: 

 It is ‘cool burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management and 
traditional fire that are the best methods. Why were Parks and Gardens staff reduced 
when this was the best method? However, even their best efforts of preparation may 
not have stopped the total devastation of the Climate change effects exacerbated 
through drought but at least would have helped to limit it somewhat. 

I would like to add the following: 

Many more people are now realising that we need to limit our personal effects to 
control Climate Change! Thank goodness. 

I would like to make the following recommendations: 

Please be very convincing to the Government. 

Yours sincerely, 

Marianne Conn 

Nunawading 3131 

 




