
 

Dear Inspector-General of Emergency Management Tony Pearce, 

I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian fire season. My personal 
details are below: 

Name: Rachel Coffey 

Email

Gender: Female 

Age: 25-34 

Privacy preference: I would like the Inspector-General to make my submission publicly available 

My personal story of the fires: 

The 2019/20 bushfires left me on the verge of tears most days through summer. Every day I found 
myself glued to press conferences, scrolling through the Vic Emergency App and checking the safety 
of friends and family across the country. Every day the spectre of smoke loomed over the beach, my 
home and the city. It's hard to comprehend or to put in to words the grief I feel for the loss of 
millions of birds and animals and unfathomably huge areas of bushland and habitat destroyed. 

For my work I travelled to a fire region in January and saw the devastation first-hand. It was black as 
far as the eye could see. Sections of the bush had burned so hot that the ground was like a 
moonscape. No trees had any canopy remaining, the ground was devoid of leaf litter and the soil 
had been ostensibly sterilised. Areas like this will take a very, very long time to recover.  

My response to term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire 
preparedness arising from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of 
climate change: 

Many scientists have predicted that climate change is a key factor in exacerbating the risk of 
bushfires in Australia. Drought caused by climate change poses an increasing threat to not only the 
severity of the fires, but also our ability to prepare for them. 

There is scientific consensus that climate change is predominately caused by the burning of fossil 
fuels. To reduce the risk of catastrophic fires, we must transition from fossil fuel energy as soon as 
possible - including coal, oil and gas.  

The State Government should commit to stronger climate change mitigation strategies (in line with 
the Paris Agreement) to keep warming well below 2 degrees.  



My response to term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response 
to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms 
to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

Salvage logging and any kind of logging within fire impacted regions should be stopped immediately. 
These areas are under intense stress as the plants and wildlife attempt to recover. Any unburned 
areas of forest are critical habitat for remaining wildlife.  

The Government should instead be directing funding in the post- COVID-19 recovery towards 
biodiversity protection. Local and regional economies can be stimulated through environmental 
recovery.  

My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 
preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool 
burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values: 

 Hazard reduction plays a significant role in reducing fire risk, however the 2019/20 summer fires 
showed that our strategy has not been working. The Gippsland region of Victoria had a huge amount 
of planned burns carried out in the previous decade, yet that area was still hit very hard this 
summer. The Government should expand its support of cultural burning practices and traditional fire 
management knowledge. Tens of thousands of years of strategic fire management should be valued 
and given a leading place in our planning moving forward.  

Life and property are rightly a focus of fire prevention, but biodiversity protection is equally 
important. Slashing and clearing should be reserved for the fringes of built-up residential areas, with 
different strategies in place for bushland. Broad-scale planned burning can damage the biodiversity 
that it seeks to protect. Any planned burns should seek to protect old-growth forest. The habitat 
value of old trees must be recognised. Hollows in old trees and logs take decades to form and in 
many areas are irreplaceable habitat for wildlife. The conservation of old growth forests and 
biodiversity should be a primary concern when it comes to fuel and land management.  

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the inquiry. This is an issue I care deeply 
about.  

Yours sincerely, 

Rachel Coffey 

Red Hill South, 3937 

 




