
 

 

Dear Inspector-General of Emergency Management Tony Pearce, 

I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian fire season. My personal 
details are below: 

Name: Debbie Coffey 

Email: 

Gender: F 

Age: 55-64 

Privacy preference: I am happy for the Inspector-General to make my submission publicly available 

 

My personal story of the fires: 

I watched with horror the bushfires this summer and felt ill to my core about climate change and 
how these fires are directly related to global warming. While I was fortunate enough to not have 
been directly personally impacted by the fires this time, I live in a rural setting and know that it could 
just as easily have been bearing down on my own home and family and it is a truly terrifying 
thought. I also feel keenly for the people who lost their lives, homes and livelihoods in the fires and 
am appalled by the loss of our precious wildlife and habitat. 

I want to see the state government leading the way to reduce emissions in our state, as it is the 
single biggest cause of climate change which causes bushfires like we saw last January. 

 

My response to term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire 
preparedness arising from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of 
climate change: 

Climate change is the biggest threat to human survival in this country, and indeed the world, with its 
direct links to heatwaves, bushfires and other catastrophic weather events. I would like to see the 
state government commit to strong emisssions reductions targets to help keep temperature rise to 
no more than 1.5 degrees above previous levels (in line with the Paris Agreement objectives). 
Anything more that 1.5 degrees will lead to severe and probably irreversible outcomes for the world 
that will radically and detrimentally affect all life on earth. 
To do this, use of fossil fuels need to be drastically and urgently reduced across the state and any 



new coal, gas or oil developments must be stopped. Existing facilities using these outdated fuel 
sources must be phased out ASAP and renewable energy used to replace them. 

My response to term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response 
to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms 
to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

Biodiversity loss across Victoria has been tragic and deeply concerning. Biodiversity conservation 
does not seem to have been a high priority by the state government for a long time now, and as 
such this huge loss of habitat due to the fires is truly terrible as it comes on top of already weak 
protection and conservation of what we had. 
Islands of unburnt vegetation within areas that were impacted by the January fires must be 
protected more strongly than ever - they are critical for the recovery of wildlife and plants they rely 
on. It is essential that fire crews are aware of this importance and avoid further destruction in their 
cleaning up efforts. Likewise, salvage logging should be banned from fire impacted areas because of 
the way it disturbs vegetation as it struggles to re-grow. 
And given the terrible destruction of habitat, all native forest logging in Victoria should be halted 
NOW. 

With so much urgent biodiversity recovery work needed, this is a time of real opportunity to 
stimulate regional areas through jobs that can be created to fill this need. 

My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 
preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool 
burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values: 

 Hazard reduction is not the answer to reducing bushfire risk, but it is an important tool to help. 
Broad scale burning in the way it has been done over the last century is no longer appropriate due to 
the the smaller window of safe weather in which to do it, plus it is very detrimental to critical wildlife 
habitat features e.g. tree hollows. I think it is now the time to look at ways that aboriginal custodians 
of the land have managed fire over the milennia - we have so much to learn from them. The 
government should turn to these people to learn from their knowledge of the land and animals and 
provide support to indigenous groups who specialise in a range of fire management techniques that 
use a more 'cool burning' approach rather than large hot burns that are so problematic in the new, 
hotter and drier climate. We need a whole new approach to fire management - urgently. 

I would like to add the following: 

I would like to thank the state government for their excellent leadership during the COVID-19 
pandemic, for being prepared to stand by what they believe is the right course of action and being 
strong, clear and decisive in deciding on what must be done. Strong leadership on climate change is 
just as vital, if not more so, and I strongly urge the government to act in a similar way to take strong 
and unapologetic action to curb greenhouse gas emissions that result in global warming that have 
lead to this bushfire crisis in Australia. 

I would like to make the following recommendations: 

- Act to mitigate climate change - urgently 



- Adopt strong emission reduction targets, phase out use of fossil fuels, ban any new coal or oil 
projects 

- Create new legislation to protect biodiversity in Victoria 

- Look at aboriginal cultural ways of undertaking hazard reduction burns that are less destructive and 
more effective in managing our forests and precious habitat for wildlife 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Debbie Coffey 

Red Hill South 3937 

 




