
 

Hi,  

 

Please find below a submission from Simon Berry of Submitting on 

behalf of my wife Priya and my two children. 

 

Firstly thank you for taking the time to consider responses from the community.  

 

Town fire plan 

We believe that an increasing in the size of the fire break, may allow for more ability to defend 

properties. The fire break at the back of Terra Nova drive is only 25 meters in some parts. Having a 

100 to 200 Meter break may save homes and lives in the future. 

 

CFA support 

As part of the surf club I was part of some local incident management team meetings. Being told we 

had limited support was very challenging. But at least we knew. Having no comms from the IMT in 

regards to support, then having trucks turn up the night before, while being great for our ability to 

defend the town, was limiting in terms of organisation and logistics.  

 

Closure of parks and facilities 

We feel the Croajingalong National Park and the Mallacoota foreshore caravan park should have 

been closed on the forecast of dry lightening, on Boxing day, with the underlying bush dryness 

conditions. This would have limited the people affected.  

 

Post fire 

We were lucky to have our house remain, with smashed windows and smoke damage. However, we 

had two properties on back and side burn down. Our big issue was figuring out if it was safe to live 

there with our children. There was no notification from shire. No communications stuck to our door. 

There was no fencing on two sides. I guess the feedback/question is, how do you cater for those who 

may not have lost property but have had houses affected? Can they return? Is to safe? The last thing 

we would want is to find out in years to come our children have been exposed to carcinogens. 

 

Removal of rubble 

Since the Growcon workers have come in they have done a great job. However. Today 27th of April,  

the house beside us is finally clear and the one at the back is starting clearing tomorrow. For almost 



4 months out back yard has bordered what seems to be a war zone. Again, we hope this doesn't 

affect our 4 and 6 year old children in their mental health and development. Why has it taken so 

long to remove rubble?  

 

Also the back corner of our property is burnt out. We have contacted Growcon 4 times. 2 phone. 1 

webform. 1 in their office in Mallacoota. Not once have they got back to us. We were told by the 

workers that we would probably be knocked back as it wasn't the whole property. How can you 

account for situation like ours. 

 

Thanks for considering. Simon 

 

 

 




