
 

 
 

Sent from my iPhone 

Dear Inspector-General of Emergency Management Tony Pearce, 

I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian fire season. My personal 
details are below: 

Name: Avi Berman 

Email:

Gender: Male 

Age: 55-64 

Privacy preference:  

 

My personal story of the fires: 

Felt like we will continue to have really bad Bushfires unless we seriously address climate change; 
increase not deplete fire-fighting resources; and learn more from First Australians how to better 
manage our forests. 

 

My response to term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire 
preparedness arising from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of 
climate change: 

We desperately need to help reduce bad impacts on climate change, by reducing fossil fuel usage, 
and using more renewables. 

My response to term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response 
to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms 
to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

Out flora, fauna and animals are under threat and need all the help they can get. 

My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 
preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool 



burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values: 

 We need to listen more to First Australians who were here earlier and manage hazard reduction 
better. 

I would like to add the following: 

Do not let the Victorian/Federal Governments increase fossil fuel usage eg. by increasing gas 
extraction or fracking. We are blessed with wind, sun and water and we need to ramp up our 
renewable energy generation. 

I would like to make the following recommendations: 

Zero increase in any type of fossil fuel mining. 
Increase funding for renewables, also focusing on local production and increasing employment. 
Announce plan for phasing out dirty coal fired power stations. 

Yours sincerely, 

Avi Berman 

East St Kilda 3183 

 




