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Written submission: Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian Fire Season 

Australian Conservation Foundation Macnamara Community Group 

Represented by Alan Farrar, Convener

 

What is your personal story about the fires? 

 

The Australian Conservation Foundation Macnamara Community Group is a community-based group 

in the Port Phillip Council area who are very concerned about the impacts of climate change on the 

natural world. We are passionate about engaging with our state and local council representatives 

and encouraging greater action on climate change. The Australian Conservation Foundation has 

7,521 supporters in the electorate of Macnamara.  

 

Climate change is making the summer hotter and drier and increasing the likelihood and intensity of 

bushfires. We know that more needs to be done to reduce deforestation across Australia and better 

manage the unique and vital wilderness areas, particularly given that trees are the only proven, 

scalable carbon capture and storage option currently available in Australia. Australia is also the only 

developed nation in the world’s top ten major deforestation fronts (WWF Living Forests Report 

2015). As Victoria continues to log native forests and to clear bushland and farmland for urban 

development, we put increasing pressure on our natural systems and further exacerbate the risks of 

climate change and the likelihood of catastrophic fires. 

 

Many of our members were confined to their homes by the choking smoke and horrified by the 

images and stories of the devastating impacts on wildlife, bushland and the communities of the 

bushfire affected areas. Some of us had friends badly affected. We acknowledge the dire impacts the 

fires had on so many local people’s mental and physical health. Overwhelmingly, our members want 

to see more mitigation strategies implemented to prevent such catastrophic impacts to local people 

and ecosystems in the future, knowing that an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 

 

We feel that more concrete action is required around these three terms of reference: 

• Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire preparedness arising from increasingly 

longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of climate change. 

• Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire preparedness, including different 

methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated 



forest management, traditional fire approaches) to protect life and property as well as ecological 

and cultural values.  

• In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response to the 2019-20 fire season, 

IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms to protect biodiversity 

threatened by bushfire” 

 

What we would ideally like to see to reduce carbon emissions, lessen the impact of climate change 

and decrease the loss of native species is to: 

• end all native forest logging and shift immediately to plantation logging 

• support traditional indigenous fire management practices in native forests  

• support action plans for the recovery of endangered flora and fauna 

• Victoria must abide by the Paris Agreement and take immediate action to keep warming well 

below two degrees and pursue efforts to keep warming to 1.5 degrees 

 

Climate change 

 

Inquiry term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire preparedness arising 

from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of climate change. 

 

Climate change is exacerbating extreme drought, dry fuels and soils and record-breaking heat.  

These combine to raise bushfire risk and make it harder to prepare for challenging conditions. 

 

The CSIRO and the Bureau of Meteorology have previously predicted climate change would increase 

fire weather risk throughout south-eastern Australia. The unprecedented scale and intensity of the 

fires across Victoria and NSW have shown those predictions are accurate and the science is 

undeniable. The predictions are likely to get worse as the temperature continues to rise, and 

feedback loops start to be enacted. 

 

As one of the single biggest causes of climate change burning fossil fuels needs to be drastically 

reduced. To address climate change and reduce the risk of future catastrophic fires, all new fossil 

fuel developments (including coal, oil and gas) must be stopped and existing fossil fuel facilities 

phased out over the next two decades. ACFM acknowledges the urgent need to create new jobs in 

new industries to transition the current fossil fuel workforce into more sustainable roles.  

 

To minimise the impacts of future dire predictions of climate change on bushfire weather, the State 

Government should commit to more effective climate change mitigation strategies and targets in 



line with the objectives of the Paris Agreement. The government must agree to reduce carbon 

emissions by over 75% by 2030 and preferably be focussed on net zero emissions. 

 

Fuel and land management 

 

Inquiry term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire preparedness, 

including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool burning’, mechanical 

slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to protect life and property as 

well as ecological and cultural values.  

 

The recent bushfires destroyed more than 1.2 million hectares of forest in Victoria, at a time when 

we need to conserve and thoughtfully manage every last tree. 

Cutting and burning down large tracts of native forests will further exacerbate climate change and 

make fire danger progressively more extreme and is not an effective response to the recent fires. 

Hazard reduction, while an important tool for reducing fire risk, no longer appears to effectively 

reduce the risk of catastrophic fires. Many burnt areas had controlled burns done in recent years.  

 

Climate change and the longer Australian fire season mean there are not adequate windows for 

hazard reduction burns to take place safely. Extensive planned burning can reduce critical wildlife 

habitat, including tree hollows and hollows in logs. It can also significantly reduce air quality and 

impact on the health and wellbeing of resident. A strategic planned burn, preferably incorporating 

traditional indigenous fire management practices, is more likely to be effective and protect local 

biodiversity. Funding and support should be directed to existing and newly developed Aboriginal 

groups specialising in traditional fire management activities on Country. Comprehensive monitoring 

and evaluation of the outputs of activities implemented, will also help inform effective outcomes. 

 

Biodiversity threats 

 

Inquiry term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response to the 

2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms to 

protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

 

Over one billion wildlife perished in the fires. Recent analysis by the federal Environment 

Department has found that more than 470 plants and almost 200 invertebrates have lost greater 

than 30% of their habitat to the recent fires. The Wildlife and Threatened Species Bushfire Recovery 

Expert Panel states that of the worst-hit species in bushfire areas, there are 19 mammals, 13 birds, 

20 reptiles, 22 crayfish and 17 fish. 

 



Stopping logging of old growth and high value forests in Victoria, reducing deforestation and 

excessive urbanisation and implementing cooler, traditional burns are vital steps in reducing carbon 

emissions, improving water and soil quality and halting the decline in Victoria’s native species. By 

increasing tree cover, keeping more moisture and more native, digging animal and bird species in 

our bushland, the bush will be able to support more wildlife and be more resilient to fires. 

 

Native forest logging across the state should be halted immediately. There needs to be a thorough, 

independent assessment of what habitat remains and how biodiversity can be protected. It is critical 

that biodiversity conservation is strengthened, and more resources provided to develop and 

implement recovery plans for threatened species. Programs to reduce feral predator and herbivore 

numbers should also be introduced in parallel. 

 

It is also vitally important that 'salvage logging’ is not allowed in fire affected regions. Salvage logging 

compounds the impacts of both fire and logging and disturbs forests during the critical recovery 

process of vegetation. It also removes any remaining trees that are vital shelter and food for animals 

and birds that may have survived the fires. 

 

Additional points 

In addition, we would like to say the following: 

 

More needs to be done to reduce land clearing across Australia. Trees are the only proven, scalable 

carbon capture and storage option currently available in Australia. Australia is also the only 

developed nation in the world’s top ten major deforestation fronts (WWF Living Forests Report 

2015). As Victoria continues to log native forests and to clear bushland and farmland for urban 

development, we put increasing pressure on our natural systems and further exacerbate the risks of 

climate change and the likelihood of catastrophic fires. Investing in comprehensive reforestation 

programs in urban and rural areas can significantly reduce the impact of climate change and create 

considerable numbers of jobs, particularly in regional areas. Logging jobs could be transitioned into 

parks management, wildlife conservation, habitat regeneration, tree planting and fire management. 

 

Recommendations 

 

We would like to make the following recommendations for the Inspector-General to consider: 

• end all native forest logging and shift immediately to plantation logging 

• support traditional indigenous fire management practices in native forests  

• support action plans for the recovery of endangered flora and fauna 



• Victoria must abide by the Paris Agreement and take immediate action to keep warming well 

below two degrees and pursue efforts to keep warming to 1.5 degrees. This may include reducing 

fossil fuel use by 75% or more by 2030. 

 

 

 



Written submission: Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian Fire Season 

Australian Conservation Foundation Macnamara Community Group 

Represented by Alan Farrar, Convener,

What is your personal story about the fires? 

The Australian Conservation Foundation Macnamara Community Group is a community-based group 

in the Port Phillip Council area who are very concerned about the impacts of climate change on the 

natural world. We are passionate about engaging with our state and local council representatives 

and encouraging greater action on climate change. The Australian Conservation Foundation has 

7,521 supporters in the electorate of Macnamara.  

Climate change is making the summer hotter and drier and increasing the likelihood and intensity of 

bushfires. We know that more needs to be done to reduce deforestation across Australia and better 

manage the unique and vital wilderness areas, particularly given that trees are the only proven, 

scalable carbon capture and storage option currently available in Australia. Australia is also the only 

developed nation in the world’s top ten major deforestation fronts (WWF Living Forests Report 

2015). As Victoria continues to log native forests and to clear bushland and farmland for urban 

development, we put increasing pressure on our natural systems and further exacerbate the risks of 

climate change and the likelihood of catastrophic fires. 

Many of our members were confined to their homes by the choking smoke and horrified by the 

images and stories of the devastating impacts on wildlife, bushland and the communities of the 

bushfire affected areas. Some of us had friends badly affected. We acknowledge the dire impacts the 

fires had on so many local people’s mental and physical health. Overwhelmingly, our members want 

to see more mitigation strategies implemented to prevent such catastrophic impacts to local people 

and ecosystems in the future, knowing that an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 

We feel that more concrete action is required around these three terms of reference: 

• Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire preparedness arising from increasingly 

longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of climate change. 

• Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire preparedness, including different 

methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool burning’, mechanical slashing, 

integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to protect life and property as 

well as ecological and cultural values.  

• In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response to the 2019-20 fire season, 

IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms to protect 

biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

What we would ideally like to see to reduce carbon emissions, lessen the impact of climate change 

and decrease the loss of native species is to: 

• end all native forest logging and shift immediately to plantation logging 

• support traditional indigenous fire management practices in native forests  

• support action plans for the recovery of endangered flora and fauna 

• Victoria must abide by the Paris Agreement and take immediate action to keep warming well 

below two degrees and pursue efforts to keep warming to 1.5 degrees 

 



Climate change 

Inquiry term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire preparedness 
arising from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of climate 
change. 
 

Climate change is exacerbating extreme drought, dry fuels and soils and record-breaking heat.  

These combine to raise bushfire risk and make it harder to prepare for challenging conditions. 

The CSIRO and the Bureau of Meteorology have previously predicted climate change would increase 

fire weather risk throughout south-eastern Australia. The unprecedented scale and intensity of the 

fires across Victoria and NSW have shown those predictions are accurate and the science is 

undeniable. The predictions are likely to get worse as the temperature continues to rise, and 

feedback loops start to be enacted. 

As one of the single biggest causes of climate change burning fossil fuels needs to be drastically 

reduced. To address climate change and reduce the risk of future catastrophic fires, all new fossil 

fuel developments (including coal, oil and gas) must be stopped and existing fossil fuel facilities 

phased out over the next two decades. ACFM acknowledges the urgent need to create new jobs in 

new industries to transition the current fossil fuel workforce into more sustainable roles.  

To minimise the impacts of future dire predictions of climate change on bushfire weather, the State 

Government should commit to more effective climate change mitigation strategies and targets in 

line with the objectives of the Paris Agreement. The government must agree to reduce carbon 

emissions by over 75% by 2030 and preferably be focussed on net zero emissions. 

Fuel and land management 

Inquiry term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 
preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool 
burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values.  
 

The recent bushfires destroyed more than 1.2 million hectares of forest in Victoria, at a time when 

we need to conserve and thoughtfully manage every last tree. 

Cutting and burning down large tracts of native forests will further exacerbate climate change and 

make fire danger progressively more extreme and is not an effective response to the recent fires. 

Hazard reduction, while an important tool for reducing fire risk, no longer appears to effectively 

reduce the risk of catastrophic fires. Many burnt areas had controlled burns done in recent years.  

Climate change and the longer Australian fire season mean there are not adequate windows for 

hazard reduction burns to take place safely. Extensive planned burning can reduce critical wildlife 

habitat, including tree hollows and hollows in logs. It can also significantly reduce air quality and 

impact on the health and wellbeing of resident. A strategic planned burn, preferably incorporating 

traditional indigenous fire management practices, is more likely to be effective and protect local 

biodiversity. Funding and support should be directed to existing and newly developed Aboriginal 

groups specialising in traditional fire management activities on Country. Comprehensive monitoring 

and evaluation of the outputs of activities implemented, will also help inform effective outcomes. 

Biodiversity threats 



Inquiry term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response to 
the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response 
mechanisms to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

 

Over one billion wildlife perished in the fires. Recent analysis by the federal Environment 

Department has found that more than 470 plants and almost 200 invertebrates have lost greater 

than 30% of their habitat to the recent fires. The Wildlife and Threatened Species Bushfire Recovery 

Expert Panel states that of the worst-hit species in bushfire areas, there are 19 mammals, 13 birds, 

20 reptiles, 22 crayfish and 17 fish. 

Stopping logging of old growth and high value forests in Victoria, reducing deforestation and 

excessive urbanisation and implementing cooler, traditional burns are vital steps in reducing carbon 

emissions, improving water and soil quality and halting the decline in Victoria’s native species. By 

increasing tree cover, keeping more moisture and more native, digging animal and bird species in 

our bushland, the bush will be able to support more wildlife and be more resilient to fires. 

Native forest logging across the state should be halted immediately. There needs to be a thorough, 

independent assessment of what habitat remains and how biodiversity can be protected. It is critical 

that biodiversity conservation is strengthened, and more resources provided to develop and 

implement recovery plans for threatened species. Programs to reduce feral predator and feral 

herbivore numbers should also be introduced in parallel. 

It is also vitally important that 'salvage logging’ is not allowed in fire affected regions. Salvage logging 

compounds the impacts of both fire and logging and disturbs forests during the critical recovery 

process of vegetation. It also removes any remaining trees that are vital shelter and food for animals 

and birds that may have survived the fires. 

Additional points 

In addition, we would like to say the following: 

More needs to be done to reduce land clearing across Australia. Trees are the only proven, scalable 
carbon capture and storage option currently available in Australia. Australia is also the only 
developed nation in the world’s top ten major deforestation fronts (WWF Living Forests Report 
2015). As Victoria continues to log native forests and to clear bushland and farmland for urban 
development, we put increasing pressure on our natural systems and further exacerbate the risks of 
climate change and the likelihood of catastrophic fires. Investing in comprehensive reforestation 
programs in urban and rural areas can significantly reduce the impact of climate change and create 
considerable numbers of jobs, particularly in regional areas. Logging jobs could be transitioned into 
parks management, wildlife conservation, habitat regeneration, tree planting and fire management. 

Recommendations 

We would like to make the following recommendations for the Inspector-General to consider: 

• end all native forest logging and shift immediately to plantation logging 

• support traditional indigenous fire management practices in native forests  

• support action plans for the recovery of endangered flora and fauna 

• Victoria must abide by the Paris Agreement and take immediate action to keep warming well 

below two degrees and pursue efforts to keep warming to 1.5 degrees. This may include 

reducing fossil fuel use by 75% or more by 2030. 
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