
 

 

 

Dear Inspector-General of Emergency Management Tony Pearce, 

I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian fire 

season. My personal details are below: 

Name:

Email:

Gender: female 

Age: 55-64 

Privacy preference:  

 

My personal story of the fires: 

I have experienced bushfires up close in my work as a fire fighter and park 
ranger, and also in my professional roles as environmental manager, 

environmental educator and environmental policy analyst. I live in a high fire 
risk area and walk regularly in native forest environments. I have witnessed 

first-hand the short and longer-term impacts of wildfires and planned/ 
"controlled" burns on the natural environment. 

We have to get smarter about how we think and act in relation to fire 
management. Our prevailing views and actions wrt fire control and management 
are outmoded, harmful and largely ineffective. Fire crews on the ground are 

vunerable and their action very limited in being able to contain and quell fires. 
Unless the fire is adjacent to a road/ track, it is often difficult or impossible for 

fire crews to access it with conventional equipment and strategies. 
Response times for extinguishing wild fires are too slow and we are ill-equipped 
with adequate vehicles, including for example suppressant/ water-carrying 

helicopters, or enough trained people.  

Immediate/ early and thorough response as soon as fires break out, and while 
they are still small, will significantly save resources, be safer, reduce risk to 

people and property, and reduce the size and duration of the area of land area 
burnt. 
Controlled burns are destructive of native habitat and wildlife and over time, 

select out more fire-resistant species, including weeds and feral animals. 



Excessive burning off (including of logging coupes and also backyard burning), 
contributes high levels of smoke to greenhouse gases. This contradicts any 

commitment to reducing impacts on climate change. High smoke levels also 
adversely impact people's health, especially those who have asthma or other 

health conditions, and makes people even more vulnerable to the effects of the 
Coronavirus. 

 

My response to term of reference: Consider all challenges and 

implications for bushfire preparedness arising from increasingly longer 
and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of climate change: 

Wind down the operations of coal-fired power stations, and stop further 
development of fossil fuel developments. Encourage the development and use of 

renewable energy sources. 
Climate change is exacerbating the extreme drought, dry fuels and soils and 

record-breaking heat that is increasing bushfire risk and makes it harder to 
prepare for challenging conditions. 
Loss of forest cover contributes to global warming. Reduce the extent and 

magnitude of logging operations. 

 

My response to term of reference: In considering effectiveness of 
Victoria’s operational response to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should 

particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms to protect 
biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

Given the extraordinary destruction of habitat, native forest logging across the 

state should be halted until we can assess what habitat remains and how 
biodiversity can be protected. 

Encourage existing logging practices to be more selective and careful, and 
prohibit clear-felling practices which completely denude logged areas and 
introduce weeds. 

My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and 
approaches to bushfire preparedness, including different methods of 
fuel and land management (for example ‘cool burning’, mechanical 

slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values: 

 Controlled burns are an out-moded approach to wildfire management. They are 

ineffective for managing bushfires and have a significantly negative impact on 
our native wildlife and biodiversity. The myth that the Australian bush needs 
regular fires to stimulate growth is only partially true. The regrowth witnessed 

soon after a fire can be misleading as fires favour some species but can 
decimate the more fire- sensitive species. 

Between 2003–04 and 2016–17, just over 2 million hectares of native vegetation 
was burnt in planned fires in Victoria, much of them concentrated in the eastern 
part of the state. The Gippsland region of Victoria accounted for the largest area 



of planned burns during the period, with 829,000 hectares or 39% of the total 
planned-burning area. (Source: 2018 State of the Environment report) 

Given the extent of the bushfires that occurred in these areas, there are 
questions around the effectiveness of planned burns in reducing bushfire risk on 

days of severe fire danger. See my other comments. 

I would like to add the following: 

We need to source and develop more effective fire management/ control 
approaches and more sophisticated equipment, even if it means committing a 

significant investment of money to do this. Our current approaches to fire 
control and management are largely ineffective, but also costly. 
Controlled burns are not the magical answer to managing bushfires, and there is 

plenty of evidence to support this. On very hot windy days, bushfires pay no 
regard to whether an area has been control burnt or not. Regular controlled 

burns place a severe stress on our forest environments and wildlife, in addition 
to a number of factors that impact diversity and their very existence, eg. from 
logging, grazing, land clearing, weeds and ferals. 

Indigenous approaches to fire managemnet have become a popular and 
idealised concept in recent times. However, Australia today is a very different 

place from the largely unspoilt, and diverse natural landscapes that traditional 
people lived in. We cannot apply the same principles to our natural 
environments today as these have become much smaller and more fragmented 

and negatively impacted by clearing and development. 

I would like to make the following recommendations: 

Strengthen our environmental management and protection legislation. 
Provide enough funding and resources to environmental managers to enable 

them to effectively manage and protect Australia's natural ecostystems and 
enhance their biodiversity. 

Allocate sufficient funding for the development of more innovative and effective 
fire management equipment and strategies. 
Reduce the extent of controlled burns and also of backyard burning. Encourage 

composting and mulching and more health/ climate/ environment-friendly 
actions. 

Ensure that bushfire responses are immediate/ early, focussed and 

thorough.  Fires are much easier to contain and extinguish while they are still 
small, and this will significantly save resources, be safer, reduce risk to people 

and property, and reduce the size and duration of the area of land area burnt. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 




