
Independent Inquiry into the 2019-2020 Victorian Fire Season 
 

To the Inspector-General for Emergency Management (IGEM 
 

Submission Part 1 Preparedness and Response 
 

April 2020 

 
                         

Effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response to the 2019-20 fire Season 

o effectiveness of the State’s response priorities, including primacy of life 

o  impact of increasingly longer fire seasons on the ability to prepare, deploy and sustain efforts 

directed towards emergency events in Victoria 

o  impact of providing Victorian responder officers to other Australian jurisdictions to assist with 

emergency events (as early as September 2019 this summer season) 

Thank you for the opportunity to make comment on these important issues.  

Growing up on a farm in fire prone Central Victoria my family, neighbours, and the CFA equivalent were 

part of quick and immediate response to a fire starting.  This was key to the saving of both nature and 

people in our area.  I know things have changed, not the least with the heating of the planet and fires 

burning much more in the night as well as the day, but I wonder often how much better it could be if the 

huge amounts of money, resources and machinery in Victoria, now put to the burning of thousands of 

hectares of public lands, were instead put to the tricky, slower, smaller, cooler, less spectacular, careful 

burning close around farm-houses, sheds, crops and in and around private and public buildings in towns 

throughout the state.  

• At the time of a bushfire coming close to towns the various state and local agencies seemed to 

work well together, lives were saved, but the longer term preparedness needs a relook. Already 

in Victoria, large planned burns appear ready to go again. In the light of the devastation we have 

been through and research on planned burning surely there is need to pause and evaluate their 

effectiveness and the  biodiversity destruction we have been seeing 

• We seemed to lack resources for fire fighting.  The recent tragic fires themselves, a higher 

temperature climate, and questions arising about the effectiveness of current planned burning 

methods already mentioned clearly show we cannot just keep on repeating the same. 

•  The emphasis in recent years, on the build-up of resources for planned burning, needs to be 

examined with a view to an urgent shift of resources to fire fighting   

•  The State needs to insist that the Commonwealth has key role in this provision of national level 

fire fighting resources and the timely release of them in fire emergencies 



• Essential to Victoria’s fire fighting operational response is having both state and national highly 

trained fire fighting teams of people who can go in immediately to the ignition point of a fire 

and/or a community/town that is in danger. 

 These teams would be highly mobile (witness the hospital team that flew from the mainland to 

Tasmania in the recent Covid-19 crisis), highly mobile, with science based environmental knowledge, 

strategically located in readiness to fly in within minutes of a lightning strike. And not just one or 

two teams, but numbers of state teams, bolstered by Commonwealth resources, fleets of planes 

and coordination where needed.  In this context large numbers of Defence Forces members should 

be trained and skilled to form fire fighting teams and strategically located in summer. 

Such training would be ongoing, part of regular training for war and would not only be of benefit in 

fire emergencies but be of mutual benefit to the forces themselves and at times of other disasters. 

o and planning and response mechanisms to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire 

With no effective initial response to ignition points in the 2019-20 fires and allowing the fires to 

enlarge and spread, native creatures, wilderness, forests, woodlands and especially rainforests like 

Kuark, that should not have burnt, did so.  There is an immense sense of sadness and despair in my 

heart as we in Victoria contemplate the destruction of priceless rainforest, the killing of countless 

animals and the blitzing of ancient forests that we thought protected. This is an important issue for 

the IGEM. How do we protect the precious wild creatures, their habitats in remnant native 

vegetation, wilderness, old forests and river valleys and places of heritage in Victoria’s much altered 

landscape and now faces climate warming? 

In this Victoria where native creatures have, over a long period, lost habitat, and particularly 

refuges, through large scale land clearing, draining of wetlands and human building in river valleys 

and rich flat lands, the remaining native vegetation is critical for biodiversity and its survival and 

needs to be protected. 

 

** I am finding fire ‘preparedness’ and ‘response’ to protect biodiversity somewhat overlap with 

other parts of this investigation but must include: 

 

•  Sending in aircraft (and skilled ground crews where possible), that can get to an ignition point such 

as a lightning strike, within a short time, (could be within minutes with geographically in place 

aircraft) and there will be a very good chance of stopping a fire before it spreads  

• This early response would be key to having a focus on protecting biodiversity ( as well as the focus 

already in place, on human life) so that we do not lose the assets of nature on such as scale as in 

these fires 

•  Constant and close working with the Weather Bureau forecasts… so that when lightning or 

catastrophic weather days are forecast it becomes the signal for fire- fighting aircraft and teams and 

trained teams to be geographically sited, in advance, within close range of the expected strikes 

• Use geostationary Japanese satellite technology to find  and monitor hot spot fires early 

• Protection from ‘burning out’ by fire crews, of patches of unburnt vegetation /animal refugia left 

unburnt within bushfire areas.  The burning of these natural refuge areas, as happened in these 



fires, increases the ecological effects of wildfire and makes the recovery of plants and wildlife more 

difficult. Unburnt patches are critical for the survival of threatened wildlife, for example,  Greater 

Gliders, Sooty Owls and fungi distributing Potoroos  

• ‘Salvage logging’ must not take place as the mechanical disturbance damages the fragile after-fire 

soils and hinders recovery in bushfire areas. For example, many studies attest to the importance of 

the relationships between fungi and trees for the health of the forests and the least disturbance 

after fire the better. Introducing heavy machinery and chainsaws into burnt sites crushes understory and 

ground plants and risks soil, ash and sediment washing into streams and rivers 

• In the context of  to biodiversity  I fear a return to the entrenched, unscientific  ways of response 

and post fire treatment of burnt and unburnt forests will cause yet gain immense damage 

• Remove immediately logging coupes, now sited or planned to be sited, on the edges of rainforests, 

the edges of parks and reserves, in and around old growth forests and in bush that survived the 

fires, where they threaten biodiversity through drying out of the habitat, making it more fire prone 

and giving access to feral animals and weeds 

• Put in place, good post-fire recovery action including invasive predator and herbivore control - 

cats foxes, goats and deer - to reduce the pressure on recovering forests. With forests lost to 

bushfire, forestry workers could be paid for this pest eradication. The State Government needs to 

work to have the Commonwealth Government match state government funding for feral eradication 

initiatives. 

• Have a good hard look at planned burning.  Much has been destroyed. As the Victorian National 

Parks Association notes, ‘a number of papers have been published recognizing the importance of 

protecting long-unburnt (or near long-unburnt) vegetation. However increased fire in the landscape 

(both bushfires and planned burns) over recent years has resulted in a significant depletion of 

older age classes, and these are very hard to re-establish once lost’ , taking ‘decades or even 

centuries to develop   ’[:Cheal D (2010) Growth stages and tolerable fire intervals for Victoria’s native vegetation data 

sets. Fire and adaptive management report no. 84. DELWP 2010] 

•  And the EPBC Act has failed to protect biodiversity and nationally significant assets. The IGEM 

needs to address  the issue of strengthening the Act  

 

• State evacuation planning and preparedness processes/practices and their effectiveness with an 

emphasis on remote/isolated communities and Victorian peak holiday season locations.  

• It did seem, from a distance, that evacuation was a bit last minute in holiday places even though 
those involved coped remarkably well. The lesson is that we need strong, strategic evacuation plans 
statewide. 

• In remote and isolated communities the availability of ready teams described above are essential. 
Perhaps, because of the virtually sole focus on planned burning (mostly not near communities) as 
Victoria’s fire preparedness, practical measures such as the need for independent power supplies, 
generators, independent suitable means of communication/ radios and safe bushfire shelters to be 
in place in small, isolated communities  did not seem to be met, or came late 



The timeliness and effectiveness of activation of Commonwealth assistance, and Commonwealth 
resource availability- 

o effectiveness of current national resource sharing arrangements when multiple and simultaneous 
fire events are occurring   

o effectiveness of existing governance arrangements supporting access to Commonwealth and State 
air fleets [money questions] 

o use and integration of Australian Defence Force assets into Victoria’s emergency response and relief 
operations 

• Too late and too few resources. Where were the Commonwealth teams of planes and 

firefighters so often suggested in recent years as critical for fire-fighting?   Warnings, whether 

those of scientists, conservationists or fire chiefs did not produce response. In the meantime the 

fires got away on a state as well as national scale 

•  During the 2019-20 fires, while local emergency crews remained to protect communities, there 

was a critical role for a national level early response in remote areas where a number of fires 

began. Indeed, I was shocked to learn, in late 2019, of fires running since September in NSW, 

and then watched in dismay as there was virtually no response to the Weather Bureau 

predicting lightning strikes in Victoria 

• It seemed to me that by the time some Commonwealth assistance came to Victoria the fires 

were already large and, in climate change extreme the weather conditions, probably 

uncontrollable.   The failure of the Federal Government’s emergency response began early - in 

relation to scientists, conservation groups and the Former Fire Chiefs’ unheeded warnings 

about the coming season/ weather/ drought /and climate change factors. This appeared to be 

then followed by a period of inaction, silence and seeming confusion about what to do in the 

unfolding crisis. National emergency preparation had serious gaps in timeliness and 

effectiveness and I had no idea delays were being caused, at least partially,  by money disputes 

even when I telephoned government departments at the time about the delays. Money matters 

must be settled and clear 

• As far back as 2010, and most likely well before, there have been requests in submissions to the 

state government to procure fleets of aircraft for rapid response and aerial firefighting.  Some 

planes have been purchased but more are needed and more federal funds should be sought.  

• Funds should not only flow to States to cover operational costs of fire fighting when there 

“imminent” risks to lives and property, but also, flow to the States for firefighting aircraft to go 

to fire ignition sites immediately the fires begin. 

• In remote and environmentally significant areas while these aircraft are carrying out essential 

biodiversity protection they are preventing the remote fires from burning until they become 

dangerous to lives and communities 

•  Fire trained Defence Force teams would be invaluable in giving much needed assistance and 

timely breaks to local and state agency crews spending long hours fire fighting 



Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire preparedness arising from increasingly longer 
and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of climate change 

• Unless we halt the heating of our planet and our island home, Australia, we will be unable to meet 
the challenges ahead. Hotter temperatures and sudden extremes of weather make for fierce fires 

•  Victoria has begun, and needs to continue, to reduce carbon emissions, the cause of climate change 

and extreme weather patterns, and needs to strongly urge the Commonwealth to have better 

policies. 

•  The Victorian Government is to be commended on its actions on climate change, such as in the 

energy sector, but there is still a big challenge is in preparedness for bushfires because to date it 

has relied almost totally on large areas of planned burns to protect life and nature. Unfortunately 

this has not been successful in protecting communities or biodiversity 

• Because climate heating has increased extreme weather conditions close attention and action on 

forecasts is essential to having the trained teams, ready and on standby, well before, for example, 

the forecast days of lightning strikes and catastrophic conditions arrive.  Calling in Commonwealth 

teams quickly, to back up the Victorian teams would prevent delays, such as witnessed in the recent 

tragedies.  For the greater good impediments to such action should be abolished 

• Opportunities for planned burns are limited in climate warming, and in the light of what seems to 

have been the failure of large scale hectare-based burns of recent years to protect communities and 

nature, other fire approaches are needed 

• Climate change must bring about new thinking:  we have come to an era when ceasing native 

forest logging, which threatens biodiversity, has dried and continues to dry out Victorian forests, 

making them more fire prone, is of paramount importance. Such logging, and particularly  the last 

50 years of intensive clear-felling, has become a liability in a time of higher climate temperatures 

when we need to allow the forests the decades, if not centuries, to recover and get past the 

matchstick flammable re-growth stage many are in now. Only then will there be canopy, less 

flammable under-storey and mossy logs that shade and cool the ground.  

• In the light of the damaging 2019-20 fires it is far too long to wait until the 2030 cessation of 

logging when the recently renewed Victorian Regional Forest Agreement ends. For many years 

governments have failed to face up to the challenge of ending native forest logging even though, 

ecosystems re depleted and when talking to builders, plantation timbers such as pine are preferred  

• Just because there has been salvage logging recently and in the past, does not mean it has to 

happen again in the climate compromised state we are now in 

• For some, especially in government departments, changing practices, even in the face of a warming 

climate, is a major challenge and I ask the IGEM to examine what the hindrances are.  

 

Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire preparedness, including different methods of fuel 

and land management (for example ‘cool burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, 

traditional fire approaches) to protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values.  

• The situation we are in is like no other. All must be on the table.  



• Just because cool burns have not been a main practice in recent times does not mean we do not 

relook at indigenous cultural burning. Yes it will take time, but there is need to set up, for example, 

10 year projects where such burning is conducted and monitored.  Cultural burning has begun in 

Central Victoria, in Gippsland, in the Orange region of NSW and in Kuranda Queensland.  

• The tragic fires circumstances are an opportunity start the long journey to incorporate into 

preparedness traditional fire approaches for protecting life and property as well as ecological and 

cultural values. I will give more detail on these initiatives in the later, Part 2 of this Inquiry   

• As mentioned above, the emphasis in recent years on the build-up of resources for planned burning 

needs to urgently shift to fire fighting  

• We can tend to lump ‘protecting life and property’ and ‘protecting ecological and cultural values’ 
together.  But in a crisis, life and property do become the necessary immediate, point of action. Yet, 
in contrast to the crisis situation, during the time of preparation, emphasis has been on large areas 
of often remote land being plan burned (results of the simplistic 5% burning policy) and actual 
places where the people live neglected. The 2019-20 fires have demonstrated the planned burning 
of large tracts of public land, for example often in remote locations, in north East Victoria and East 
Gippsland, has not given the protection imagined 

•  Throughout Victoria including remote/isolated communities, fuel reduction processes such as 
slashing and planned cool burns, green firebreaks where water is available, should be directed to 
where they are most effective: next to assets/houses, farm sheds, town facilities.     “All fuel 
treatments were more effective if undertaken closer to houses. For example, 15% fewer houses 
were destroyed if prescribed burning occurred at the observed minimum distance from houses (0.5 
km) rather than the observed mean distance from houses (8.5 km). Our results imply that a shift in 
emphasis away from broad-scale fuel-reduction to intensive fuel treatments close to property will 
more effectively mitigate impacts ....”  [See note 1 (c)] 

• I have seen both large scale slashing and too extensive, uncontrolled planned burns leave a large 

amount of dry matter that makes forests more flammable, especially a worry in higher temperatures 

• Targets to increase and protect older forests as less flammable are needed. The Snowy district in 
East Gippsland, from 2003-04 to 2016-17, had more planned burning than any other region in 
Victoria yet it has proved ineffective in reducing wildfire. Both young fire and logging re-growth are 

more flammable than long un-burnt forests.   

• Scientific research such as pre and post-fire monitoring of flora and fauna, and pre and post-fire 
monitoring of fuel loads needs to be rigorous and increased 

• Current planned burning can have, and indeed, is causing serious damage to biodiversity. For 

example, drying out and making more fires prone, wet forests in Eastern Victoria as well as, through 

large, hot canopy fires in far western Victoria, destroying the food sources of the nationally 

endangered Red-Tailed Black-Cockatoo. Hollow trees and hollow logs, habitat needed by much of 

our native wildlife, cannot be protected in broadscale planned burns. Healthy ecological and 

flammability outcomes should be incorporated into risk management  

• Place, for a time, a moratorium on large, hot  planned burns so that both community and 

government agencies can catch up with the latest research  which is casting serious doubts on its 

effectiveness as a way of protecting both biodiversity, heritage  and communities. 



                                         ********************************* 

Note 1        

 The following, from work done by the Victorian National Parks Association, is useful 

(a)   “In all bioregions, weather was a stronger predictor than past-fire extent of area burnt in a 

particular year.” … “… fuel management strategies applied in one region are not necessarily applicable in 

another. In most bioregions prescribed burning is likely to have very little effect on subsequent extent of 

unplanned fire, and even in regions where leverage occurs, large areas of treatment are required to 

substantially reduce the area burned by unplanned fire.” … “A recently burnt patch may slow or stop an 

unplanned fire should one occur, but low encounter rates make this unlikely. The most efficient use of 

prescribed fire is applying it to the immediate proximity of assets, where a resultant reduction in fire 

intensity can be of immediate benefit in terms of impacts on structures and ease of suppression (Price & 

Bradstock, 2010, 2012).” 

Price O, Penman T, Bradstock R, Boer M and Clarke H. (2012) Biogeographical variation in the potential 

effectiveness of prescribed fire in south-eastern Australia. Journal of Biogeography (J. Biogeogr) (2015) 

42, 2234–2245 

 

Many papers have concluded that fuel reduction close to assets in need of protection, while it may be 

the most difficult to achieve, is the most effective – and the most cost-effective. 

(b) “Results of this study demonstrate that treatment of fuels at the interface [i.e. close to buildings] is 

not only the best means of reducing risk, it is also the most cost-effective.” 

Penman T, Bradstock R, Price O. (2013) Reducing wildfire risk to urban developments: Simulation of 

cost-effective fuel treatment solutions in south eastern Australia. Environmental Modelling & Software 

52 (2014) 166e175  

 

(c)  “All fuel treatments were more effective if undertaken closer to houses. For example, 15% fewer 

houses were destroyed if prescribed burning occurred at the observed minimum distance from houses 

(0.5 km) rather than the observed mean distance from houses (8.5 km). Our results imply that a shift in 

emphasis away from broad-scale fuel-reduction to intensive fuel treatments close to property will more 

effectively mitigate impacts from wildfires on peri-urban communities.” 

Gibbons P, van Bommel L, Gill AM, Cary GJ, Driscoll DA, et al. (2012) Land Management Practices 

Associated with House Loss in Wildfires. PLoS ONE 7(1): e29212. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0029212 



A Tasmanian study re-enforced the need for burns close to assets, and acknowledged difficulty of 

achieving an effective level of broad-scale fuel reduction burning. 

(d)  “The study highlights that prescribed burning can theoretically mitigate wildfire, but that an 

unrealistically large area would need to be treated to affect fire behaviour across the island [Tasmania]. 

Rather, optimisation of prescribed burning requires careful landscape design at the local scale.”… 

“intensive, localised prescribed burning plans could be used for protecting assets or targeting areas of 

high risk.” …  “In conclusion, our simulation study has shown that realistic, implementable prescribed-

burning plans to reduce fine fuel loads in fire prone Tasmanian grasslands, sedgelands and dry eucalypt 

forests have little potential to substantially reduce the extent and intensity of wildfires at a state-wide 

scale.” 

Furlaud J, Williamson G, and Bowman D. (2007) Simulating the effectiveness of prescribed burning at 

altering wildfire behaviour in Tasmania, Australia. International Journal of Wildland Fire 

And a NSW study agrees. 

(e)  “In extreme weather, even 1-year-old patches have a low likelihood of stopping unplanned fires. 

Fuel age had little influence on the spread of unplanned fires. Consequently, prescribed fires will be 

most effective when sited at the urban interface where resultant reduced unplanned fire intensity will 

be a benefit.” …  “Some studies from forests in south-eastern Australia report that fine fuels are back to 

significant levels (i.e. likely to lead to fire intensities that are unsuppressible) after between 3 and 5 

years (Conroy 1996; Adams and Simmons 1995; Morrison et al 1996; Annon 2003; Gould et al 2007). The 

present study suggests that the modest effect of fuel reduction on ability to stop a subsequent 

unplanned fire is essentially gone after 5 years.” … “Under extreme weather conditions, unplanned fires 

may not be controllable unless they have been recently burnt (Grant and Wouters 1993). Thus it is 

sensible to place prescribed burns in areas where maximum advantage can be gained from suppression 

of subsequent unplanned fires: that is, primarily close to the assets that ned to be protected.” 

Price O, and Bradstock R. (2010) The effect of fuel age on the spread of fire in sclerophyll forest in the 

Sydney region of Australia. International Journal of Wildland Fire 19(1) 35-45; doi.org/10.1071/WF08167 

 

Note 2  

Why Aboriginal leaders are calling for a return to cultural firepractices  

Warrnambool Standard 8 01 2020 

Aboriginal leaders have urged "sensitive and practicable" country management. ….  

Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council chair and Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation chief 
executive Rodney Carter said there was a need for a renewed commitment to the strategy. 



He said barriers remained to implementing the objectives and components in the 32-page document 
remained, including the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning's reluctance to shift its 
thinking and methodology. 

"We can't achieve the [hazard] reduction we need the way we're doing it now," Mr. Carter said.  

He said cultural fires had asset protection and hazard reduction benefits, but they were not the primary  

"You burn because you have to... because the environment needs us to," Mr Carter said.  

He said cultural fire practices would lead to large swathes of land being managed, but not with one 
planned burn.  

Instead, small patches of the landscape would be burnt as appropriate. That meant more small cultural 
aim of burning the way his ancestors had done for generations, burns over a prolonged period of time.  

  Traditional Aboriginal burns were reintroduced in central Victoria in 2017. 
 

And from     THE VICTORIAN TRADITIONAL OWNER CULTURAL FIRE STRATEGY THE VICTORIAN TRADITIONAL 

OWNER CULTURAL FIRE KNOWLEDGE GROUP 
‘Here in Victoria, Traditional Owners have strong aspirations to increase collaboration with land and fire 
management agencies to facilitate the re-introduction of cultural burning in Victoria’s natural 
landscapes; allowing for healing and  caring for Country. Traditional Owners consider some Government 
planned burns to be too hot i.e. Not Right Fire – the fire behaviour may be too intense and can be 
damaging to Country. To some extent this is also a consequence of a changed environment, making 
initial conditions difficult to effect a cool burn…’ 
 

  Note 3 

The Age 30 04 20       Miki Perkins, senior journalist and Environment Reporter at The Age. Mike Foley,  climate and 

energy correspondent for The Age and The Sydney Morning Herald. 

    



 Footage 

supplied by Goongerah Environment Centre shows salvage logging south of the Alpine National Park  

 

Government logging has resumed in fire-damaged forests in Victoria and New South Wales despite 
warnings that devastated bushland and endangered wildlife are too fragile to withstand "business as 
usual". 

The Victorian government's logging agency, VicForests, has revealed plans to log 3500 hectares of 
forests burnt during the catastrophic summer fires in the next few years, saying salvage logging will 
occur in areas where "most of the standing trees have been killed". 

Footage supplied by Goongerah Environment Centre shows salvage logging south of the Alpine National 

Park in the Boulun-Deera State Forest, north of Dargo.    

The agency's chief executive officer, Monique Dawson, has also levelled extraordinary criticism at 
internationally-regarded Australian ecologist Professor David Lindenmayer, saying the agency "does not 
accept his published opinions". 

Conservationists, including Professor Lindenmayer, say salvage logging has a lasting effect on wildlife, 
which relies on burnt and unburnt forest for refuge. They also say logging forests after bushfires 
increases future fire risk, damages soil with trucks and equipment and causes run-off to waterways. 

Salvage logging south of the Alpine National Park in the Boulun-Deera State Forest, north of 
Dargo.Credit:GECO     Related Article 

 



 
 

Court halts logging in unburnt Victorian native forest 

"Salvage logging will have devastating consequences for forests and wildlife impacted by the fires," said 
Chris Schuringa, spokesperson for the Goongerah Environment Centre in East Gippsland. Post-fire 
logging has already begun in a state park north of Dargo, in East Gippsland. 

"There still hasn't been a comprehensive assessment of the bushfire impact on threatened species - 
what's the harm in waiting for these to be completed? This is grossly irresponsible," Ms Schuringa said. 

Newly-released documents from the NSW state government's logging agency, the Forestry Corporation, 
reveal that at least 85 per cent of harvestable native hardwood forests in the south coast region was 

burnt in the fires.  

 Photo: Post-fire forests in Rich Forest in the Murrungower area, east of Orbost in East Gippsland.  These 
partially-burnt coupes could be logged.  Credit:Goongerah Environment Centre 

Despite this, in a letter sent to wood supply contract holders and released during budget estimates, the 
corporation assures them it remains "optimistic" it can meet its supply entitlements. 

Independent NSW MP Justin Field said the government was acting as if the worst fires in recorded 

history had never happened. 

"Communities across NSW have been devastated to see logging return to burnt and unburnt forests across 

NSW," Mr Field said. 

In March, the Goongerah Environment Centre wrote to VicForests head Monique Dawson to inquire 

about logging in fire-affected forests, referring to research by Professor Lindenmayer on the impact of 

salvage logging. 

In her response, Ms Dawson said: "We do not accept the published opinions of Professor David 

Lindenmayer as reflective of evidence and do not consider him to be an authority in these matters." 

Professor Lindenmayer, a researcher at the Australian National University and one of the world’s most 

cited forest ecologists, described her comments as "outrageous". 

"This is the Victorian department of ostriches who want to put their heads in the sand," he said. 



"Somehow I'm not the world expert on salvage logging even though I've written the only global textbook 

on the topic. Comments like this reflect an organisation that is unscientific and is baseless in terms of how 

it manages its forests." 

EPA approves logging without looking at koala impacts after bushfires 

Professor Lindenmayer has previously called for an immediate end to native forest logging in the wake of 

the catastrophic summer bushfires, saying his research demonstrates logging makes native forests more 

prone to fire. 

Fire behaviour scientist Phil Zylstra from Curtin University said Professor Lindenmayer was one of the 

top published and respected ecologists in Australia. "To simply dismiss what he has found in that way is 

similar to a politician saying we don't accept that climate change is real." 

Last November, Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews announced the logging of old-growth forest would 

cease immediately and all native forest logging would end by 2030. 

This week, logging was temporarily halted in 26 unburnt areas of Victorian native forest after 

environmentalists argued in court there was a risk of "serious and irreversible damage" to threatened 

species after last summer's bushfires. 

The Victorian government said salvage logging had commenced but would be limited to younger Ash 

forests that do not provide habitat for hollow-dependent species. 

The government offered support for Professor David Lindenmayer, saying in a statement he was a 

respected scientist who had worked on threatened species conservation for many years. 

VicForests said it was not currently harvesting unburnt forest in fire-impacted areas, and has developed a 

recovery approach in consultation with the Office of the Conservation Regulator. 

“All VicForests’ operations, including its bushfire recovery timber harvesting, are closely scrutinised by 

the Office of the Conservation Regulator and its regulatory guidelines strictly adhere to rules to protect 

threatened flora and fauna,” a spokesperson said. 

 

Play video 

1:04 

Vic government to log thousands of hectares of fire damaged forests 

 

 

UP NEXT 

Scientists rescue aquatic animals in East Gippsland. 




