
 

Dear Inspector-General of Emergency Management Tony Pearce, 

I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian fire season. My personal 
details are below: 

Name: 

Email: 

Gender: Female 

Age: 65-74 

Privacy preference:  

 

My personal story of the fires: 

I was not personally impacted by the fires, but I was extremely upset and had trouble sleeping. I 
found the loss of over one billion of our precious native animals utterly heartbreaking. These are 
innocent creatures who in no way deserve to suffer as a result of human actions. We must have 
strong environmental protection legislation. We must address the climate crisis and keep globally 
warming to as low a level as possible. We must stop burning dirty coal and putting profit ahead of 
looking after our planet. The means are there; we've had the warnings and we must act upon them 
decisively. THERE IS NO PLANET B! 

 

My response to term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire 
preparedness arising from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of 
climate change: 

It is imperative that we phase out the use of fossil fuel and keep global warming well below two 
degrees (even at 1.5 degrees, things will be pretty grim). If Australia can't make use of solar energy, I 
can't imagine what country can! I'm afraid that a horrendous bushfire season like the one last 
Summer might become the new norm, and this is totally unacceptable. 

My response to term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response 
to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms 
to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

We have now effectively destroyed an enormous amount of our natural habitat and it is probably 
one of the most unforgiveable crimes we have committed against our environment and our precious 
animals. Biodiversity conservation is essential and salvage logging is a practice that should not be 
permitted. Native forest logging should definitely be halted. As the Prime Minister commented 
recently, a lot of the environmental work needed will be an excellent source of employment. 



My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 
preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool 
burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values: 

 We now have much valuable information on effective and relatively safe ways to manage fuel 
reduction. Introduced weeds and plants have caused problems in the high country, which used to be 
kept under better control through cattle grazing there. One of the things that worries me the most is 
that some burnbacks are purposely done before a weekend, so that the workers get overtime if the 
fire gets out of control (and how often does that happen! No wonder the former DSE used to be 
called The Department of Scorched Earth!) I certainly don't agree with broad-scale planned burning. 
It often causes more trouble than it prevents. 

I would like to add the following: 

I think the Victorian State Government has acted appallingly regarding its interference with the CFA, 
its kowtowing to unions and mismanagement of fire protection in general. The vast majority of 
firefighters are volunteers who do a fantastic job and do not wish to be forced into a union. They 
certainly should not be bullied by the union or hampered in their job of protecting our forests and 
native habitat. 

I would like to make the following recommendations: 

I would like to endorse the comments made in all the sections above and ask for a comprehensive, 
strong, well-policed environmental protection policy. Coronavirus is a shocking thing, but it will be 
over and done with by a year or so, but our bushfire season will never go away, and we have to face 
it with strong, determined action, doing whatever it takes to protect our precious, fragile and 
irreplaceable native habitats. 

Yours sincerely, 

 




