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An extreme fire season had been forecast for months prior to the summer of 2019-2020. 

Drought conditions and record low rainfall (the driest 3 consecutive years on record in East 

Gippsland) had pre-empted these warnings. 

The Victorian authorities seemed to be caught unawares, unprepared with insufficient 

resources to extinguish lightning strikes which ignited fires in November. The rapid response 

capability was not available as the fire season did not begin until December. 

With climate change and extended fire seasons aerial attack capacity must be increased and 

made available to regional areas. 

FUEL REDUCTION BURNS 

A local and national response to the fires has been for more fuel reduction burning. Yet in 

extreme fires it has been shown that it has little effect in reducing their severity. 

Increased fuel reduction burning over the past 20 years, with thousands of hectares burnt 

annually, has seen no decrease in the number of fires. In fact in this period the frequency of 

large fires has increased. (2003, 2006-7, 2009, 2014 and 2019-20) 

Fuel reduction burning increases the fire vulnerability of the forests, stimulating 

understorey regrowth, drying out the forests, polluting waterways, destroying habitat, 

killing fauna and flora, favouring fire response vegetation and increasing carbon in the 

atmosphere. 

There had been extensive areas of fuel reduction burns along the Princes Highway, 

Mallacoota, Cape Conran, Croajingolong National Park and many other areas in East 

Gippsland. All these areas were severely burnt in the recent bushfires in East Gippsland. 

Politics rather than science drives fuel reduction burning. It is big business with companies 

and Forest Fire Management (FFM) staff benefitting financially from this destruction. 

Students in the Conservation and Land Management course at Forest Tech in East Gippsland 

were taught that a “prescribed burn is a wildfire lit by us.” The lecturer was in FFM. This 

explains the intensity and severity of these fuel reduction burns in East Gippsland with little 

regard for the environment or their effectiveness. 

BACK BURNS 

Back burns have been used to control and halt the spread of fires. During the recent 

bushfires communities were concerned that back burns increased fire spread leading to the 



threat and destruction of assets. Cape Conran Coastal Park was one example. Back burns 

need to be investigated and assessed as to their effectiveness during the recent fires. 

HAZARDOUS TREE REMOVAL 

It is understandable that hazardous trees be removed from roadsides post fire. In East 

Gippsland this fire season there has been unprecedented destruction of roadside 

vegetation. 

On many occasions hazardous trees were assessed by contractors, arborists were not 

involved, as a result many sound trees were felled. 

Logging contractors were employed to carry out this work, this resulted in large swathes of 

roadside vegetation being removed. Many roadsides were transformed into kilometres of 

clearfelled logging coupes. The Princes Highway was one example where suitable logs were 

removed by contractors. This decision by the Government to allow this destruction delayed 

the opening of the Princes Highway by many weeks. Resulting in access to communities in 

need of assistance being denied and delaying post fire recovery. 

The Lind, Alfred and Croajingolong National Parks were also extensively clearfelled along 

their boundaries with the highway. Critically endangered habitat was destroyed in this 

process. 

Why does the Government condone this destructive Disaster Capitalism? 

FLORA AND FAUNA 

As ¾ of East Gippsland forests were burnt the effect on flora and fauna has been 

devastating. The survival of many species will be in a perilous state. It is vitally important 

that remaining unburnt areas of forest be protected from fuel reduction burning and 

clearfell logging, until an independent assessment of remaining habitat and species is 

conducted. 

SMOKE AND HEALTH 

The health and wellbeing of communities is paramount. The long exposure to smoke has not 

been studied in East Gippsland. Yet with the number of large scale bushfires and fuel 

reduction burns this needs to be addressed. There have been very few occasions during 

bushfires that smoke monitors have been used and none during fuel reduction burns, when 

smoke blankets the countryside. In the early 2000’s DELWP produced a community 

newsletter “The Burning News”, the headlines were “The Good Smoke” and “The Bad 

Smoke” representing fuel reduction burning and bushfires. This attitude still persists, with 

communities expected to tolerate smoke from fuel reduction burns for many months of the 

year, with complete disregard for community health. 

 



FOREST DESTRUCTION 

The fire risk in our forests has increased with 60 years of clearfell logging. Open moist 

forests have been replaced by dense impenetrable forests. As timber becomes scare 

clearfelling is now occurring adjacent to private land. This eliminates any pre fire season 

mitigation works as young forests have to be protected. The density of these forests 

prevents access to suppress lightning strikes and fires are more likely to quickly get out of 

control. 

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS AND FIRE BUNKERS 

Sprinkler systems and fire bunkers could be subsidised by governments and supported by 

insurance companies to assist those in fire prone areas, to not only protect assets, but also 

to have somewhere safe, if leaving the property is too dangerous and not an option. 

 

How many more fire enquiries does the state need? Will there be changes made to fire 

management or will the state continue along the same path with politics determining the 

actions instead of science and reason? 

 

 




