
 

Dear Inspector-General of Emergency Management Tony Pearce, 

I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian fire season. My personal 
details are below: 

Name:

Email:

Gender: female 

Age: 45-54 

Privacy preference: I would like the Inspector-General to make my submission publicly available 

 

My personal story of the fires: 

My family were not personally directly effected in the 2020 fires. They did however cause my 17 yr 
old son to miss out on attending a wonderful 10 day camp in Gippsland that we had been looking 
forward to for many years. This was rebooked for a later date, which was then cancelled due to 
Covid-19. He will now be too old to ever attend that camp. This is of course a minor inconvenience 
compared to what others are dealing with, however it was something that was very disappointing 
and frustrating as this type of devastation had been predicted and yet little was done to address the 
issues.  

In addition to this, the loss of so much wildlife to horrific conditions, including the later slow starving 
of so many creatures and the loss of so much biodiversity and habitat has been truly devastating. 
There is little that has made me sadder in my 47 years of living. I still grieve the loss of those animals 
and their homes. And STILL, to our nation’s absolute shame, there is logging going on where our 
precious koalas and other wildlife live!!  

As a family, we were however personally affected by the fires in Southern Tasmania in 2018/19. We 
were not in the direct path of the fire, however we were prepared to leave if needed. We lived in 
our house for nearly 3 weeks without going outside due to the incredibly high levels of smoke 
pollution (often over 1000ppm). I believe this has also been the situation for hundreds of thousands 
of people after these current fires. The health consequences of this are very real. Additionally, I 
wonder what our futures will be like if we are to spend so much time indoors, whether from smoke, 
storms, dust storms, extreme heat, viruses etc. What are our children’s lives going to look like!? 

I already know many young people who are questioning whether they should have children, and I 
feel that at some point I really need to have this discussion with my own teenagers. Afterall, what is 
their future going to look like? What about their children? Is there really any hope for them if we 
don’t take MASSIVE action to address this crisis. 



 

My response to term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire 
preparedness arising from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a result of 
climate change: 

I feel incredibly frustrated that when a virus hits, the government takes on board the science and the 
modelling without hesitation and effectively goes into ‘war mode’ and yet when it comes to what 
will be infinitely more devastating and long-lasting, our government takes little, if any, significant 
action and carries on like the scientists are making it all up! The sense of anxiety I get from thinking 
about Covid-19 is nothing compared to the feeling of fear I get in the pit of my stomach when I think 
about the climate crisis and loss of biodiversity at a world-wide level. We need media organisations 
to take responsibility for their actions, we need a fair and diverse media, we need to listen to the 
scientists, our indigenous people and the experts in fire management; and we need to move as 
quickly as possible away from all forms of fossil fuels, including fracked gas! As we are finding out 
with Covid-19, our economy is intricately tied in to our health and the health of the planet. 

It is apparent that our entire way of being and living on this planet needs to be questioned. 
Capitalism with it’s focus on big business, profit, consumerism and greed has to be addressed, and 
soon. Our priorities are upside down! The planet sustains us must come first! The 2019/20 fires are 
just the beginning of what will be massive upheaval, disruption, environmental destruction and 
economic disaster if we don’t take climate change seriously. My sense of anger and frustration over 
the lack of action is palpable. How on earth are we going to keep warming to below 1.5 degrees 
(which is already bad enough!) if we don’t significantly change the trajectory we are on? 

My other deep frustration is that the government seems to already to talking about putting a 
bandaid on the problem – fire proofing houses, not building in high fire zones, building walls to stop 
rising sea levels etc, etc. This is NOT THE ANSWER! We can do these things as well, but not instead of 
reducing our emissions, going entirely renewable, saving our wildlife and their habitats etc. 

 

My response to term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response 
to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response mechanisms 
to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

For me, the greatest loss of all in these fires is the loss of biodiversity. With millions and millions of 
birds, reptiles, insects, mammals etc lost and with so much of their habitat destroyed, we need to 
look deeply into how we will prevent this into the future. Shame on us if we lose our koalas and our 
Great Barrier Reef over the next couple of decades.... or sooner. Shame, shame, shame!  

And lastly, how are our precious animals going to recover if we don't slow down our incessant need 
for growth and consumerism and look for ways to manage our land that are sustainable into the 
future, not just for the next 4 years?  

I hope and pray that there are people out there that have the power and courage to make the 
changes needed to ensure Australia does not experience such immense loss again. I hope they have 
the courage to stand up to the mining corporations, the media moguls, the big banks and the Adani's 
of this world and their supporters. There is simple too much at stake. 



My response to term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 
preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example ‘cool 
burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire approaches) to 
protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values: 

 It is imperative that we start listening to the experts, including the Aboriginal people of this land so 
that fuel reduction becomes a process that not only lessens the intensity of fire, but also considers 
the health and well-being of both people and the greater environment. Furthermore, we MUST stop 
all old-growth logging with immediate effect. Our animals deserve a chance to thrive! Logging should 
only come from plantations. 

I would like to add the following: 

I would like to know how our current political and environmental choices meet the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child to have a safe future?  

Surely the current lack of real action means that our children’s future are at significant risk, whether 
by fire, flood, storms, sea level rise, increase of bio-risks etc.  

I would like to make the following recommendations: 

Our children's rights to a safe future must be taken into account in any decisions that are made.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 




