
Written submission: Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian Fire Season 

What is your personal story about the fires? 

As a CFA volunteer, I am acutely aware of the risks to life and assets from bushfires. My husband, 

father, brother, sister, brother-in-law, two nieces and two nephews are all trained CFA members. I 

sometimes feel sick to the stomach when they are called out or participate in strike teams to face 

such undefendable conditions. I was not directly impacted by the fires this year as we live in a 

different region of the state. I did struggle through days of poor air quality and heightened alertness. 

Comments from federal members of parliament that volunteers ‘want to be out there’ are ill-placed. 

Volunteers would much prefer to be safe at home with their families. They have a strong desire to 

serve their community and protect the family, friends and communities they love, particularly when 

no one else will. They don’t wish to be treated as a ‘free’ resource that can be exploited or 

squandered by governments. 

I feel the Victorian government has weakened the CFA though acquiescing to the United Firefighters 

Union and undermining the authority of the organisation. They have also removed fire levy funds 

from the CFA to fund state debt, which reduces the resources available to combat extreme fires.  

I would like to see more aerial support for ground crews. Increased resources and funding for more 

helicopter bombers and fixed winged aircraft to be able to address the changing nature and intensity 

of fires. 

I would also like to see more effective management of native forest areas including the stopping of 

all native forest logging, removal of feral predators and herbivores, re-introduction of digging 

mammals and application of traditional fire management methods. 

What I want to see is definitive action to minimise the impact of climate change, reduce the 

exponential loss of our unique biodiversity and lessen the risk of catastrophic bushfires by: 

• ending all native forest logging and making an immediate transition to plantation logging 

• building of wildlife corridors between native forests to support the movement of wildlife and 

the development of arc populations of species in different regions 

• develop comprehensive and appropriately funded actions plans for the recovery of 

threatened and endangered plant, invertebrate and animal species 

• design and fund broad scale feral animal removal programs  

• consider fenced, feral predator free areas to test the impact of digging mammals and birds 

on reducing fuel load and minimising the risk of catastrophic fires, and 

• encourage planting of native trees and vegetation on farmland and reserves. 

• engage with traditional indigenous fire management practices in native forests  

• funding of programs to support landowners to participate in traditional indigenous fire 

management practices on private land, and 

• purchase or leasing of more aerial water bombing resources for Victoria 

Climate change 

Inquiry term of reference: Consider all challenges and implications for bushfire 

preparedness arising from increasingly longer and more severe bushfire seasons as a 

result of climate change. 



Climate change is seeing an increase in drought, more dry fuel loads, loss of moisture in the soil, 

rivers running dry and record-breaking temperatures.  These combine to raise bushfire risk and 

make it harder to prepare for the bushfire season and manage fires when they inevitably occur. 

Both the CSIRO and the Bureau of Meteorology have predicted climate change would increase fire 

weather risk in south-eastern Australia. The unprecedented scale and intensity of fires across 

Victoria and NSW have shown how accurate the predictions are and that the science is undeniable. 

The predictions are likely to get worse as temperatures rise, deforestation continues unabated and 

feedback loops start to accelerate. 

As one of the single biggest causes of climate change, burning fossil fuels needs to be dramatically 

decreased. To reduce the risk of future catastrophic fires, all new fossil fuel developments such as 

coal, oil and gas must be stopped. Existing fossil fuel facilities should be phased out over the next 

two decades. Those employees, often in regional areas, can be transitioned into new industries and 

more sustainable roles supporting the solution. These may include renewable energy roles or fire 

preparedness and management roles.  

The State Government should commit to more effective climate change mitigation strategies. The 

government must agree to reduce carbon emissions in line with the objectives of the Paris 

Agreement. A target of over 85% by 2030 would be achievable. 

In conjunction with reducing the key drivers of catastrophic fires, resources need to be provided for 

more rapid response, aerial support for ground crews. Increased funding for additional helicopter 

bombers and fixed winged aircraft will address the higher intensity of fires and their ability to create 

their own weather patterns. 

Fuel and land management 

Inquiry term of reference: Review of all opportunities and approaches to bushfire 

preparedness, including different methods of fuel and land management (for example 

‘cool burning’, mechanical slashing, integrated forest management, traditional fire 

approaches) to protect life and property as well as ecological and cultural values.  

The impact of climate change has made the Australian fire season longer and there are not adequate 
windows for safe hazard reduction burns to occur. Extensive planned burning can kill wildlife and 
reduce critical wildlife habitat, such as tree hollows and logs. It also makes native animals’ easy prey 
for feral predators such as cats and foxes. 

Excessive, unnecessary and scientifically unsound controlled burns conducted by the Victorian 
Government supposedly for ‘safety’ reasons and to achieve an arbitrary percentage of burning have 
been completely unwarranted and have led to animals facing extinction. Repeated burning in the 
Little Dessert National Park virtually wiped out the Mallee fowl and several other ground dwelling 
birds and mammals. This practice has been scientifically proven to not reduce the likelihood of 
future fires, and can lead to more severe fires in the short-medium term due to increased regrowth. 

Cutting down or burning extensive parcels of native forests will further exacerbate climate change, 

decimate flora and fauna and make fire danger more extreme. Significantly ramping up controlled 

burns is not an effective response to the recent fires. While hazard reduction burns are an important 

tool for reducing fire risk, their effectiveness is waning in the face of high intensity fires. A number of 

burnt areas had controlled burns done in recent years.  



More emphasis needs to be placed on researching, understanding and implementing traditional fire 
management practices.  A strategic planned burn, based on indigenous knowledge of the area and 
breeding cycles of its wildlife, is more likely to be effective and protect local biodiversity. Funding 
and resources should be directed to Aboriginal groups specialising in traditional fire management 
practices on Country. Extensive monitoring and evaluation of these activities will also help inform 
continuous improvement and ensure effective and sustainable outcomes are achieved. Examples of 
sustainable use of traditional methods are readily available in Northern Australia. The work of the 
Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) in the development and implementation of the award 
winning EcoFire program of prescribed burning across four million hectares of the Kimberly has 
shown significant reduction in destructive fire patterns and protection of native flora and fauna. 
Elements of the understanding of mosaic burning and traditional methods may be able to be utilised 
in the Victorian context and should be more thoroughly explored. 

Biodiversity threats 

Inquiry term of reference: In considering effectiveness of Victoria’s operational response 

to the 2019-20 fire season, IGEM should particularly consider, “planning and response 

mechanisms to protect biodiversity threatened by bushfire”: 

The recent fires killed an estimated one billion wildlife. Recent federal Environment Department 

analysis found more than 470 plants and around 200 invertebrates lost greater than 30% of their 

habitat to the fires. The Wildlife and Threatened Species Bushfire Recovery Expert Panel states the 

worst-hit species in bushfire regions include 19 mammals, 13 birds, 20 reptiles, 22 crayfish and 17 

fish species. The previous 2009 Victorian fires virtually wiped out the Leadbeater possum and the 

Helmeted Honeyeater. We can’t afford to lose these vital parts of our ecosystems. 

International research shows that creating national parks doesn’t support habitat and species 

protection. Up to 95% of national parks are disturbed. No active conservation occurs in Victoria’s 

national parks. Park rangers’ clean toilets and count visitors. They do not implement flora or fauna 

conservation. Native animal numbers continue to decline as no-one is held accountable for ensuring 

existing native plants and animals are maintained or recovery plans implemented. Active 

conservation, along with monitoring of native animal populations, needs to occur in each national 

park, state park and anywhere threatened species live across Victoria. 

The Victorian Government needs to consider adopting collaborations such as the partnership 

between the Australian Wildlife Conservancy and Parks NSW.  The AWC is actively leading the 

recovery of species through feral proof fencing, eradication of introduced species such as cats, foxes 

and goats, and re-introduction of locally extinct mammals. This work is ground-breaking, has been 

shown to be effective. It should be supported in Victoria and the model expanded to include fire 

affected parks and reserves. AWC is also partnering to regenerate habitat and support the recovery 

of the Kangaroo Island Dunnart which lost 90% of its habitat in the recent bushfires. 

Additional funding for the Australian Wildlife Conservancy will not only support native species 

recovery, it will also support indigenous workers and traditional methods of management. The AWC 

already engages with local indigenous rangers in many of its sanctuaries and has utilised their 

knowledge for fire management and animal tracking. Development of feral free areas in Erinunderra 

National Park, or other affected areas, in collaboration with AWC would be ground-breaking from 

both a conservation and indigenous job creation perspective.  

Stopping logging of old growth and high value forests in Victoria and reducing deforestation and are 

critical to halting the decline in Victoria’s native species. It would also improve water and soil quality, 



as many of these areas are water catchment areas. By increasing canopy cover, reducing 

evaporation and excessive water run-off, along with allowing more aeration of soils and turn-over of 

humus by digging animal and bird species, the bushland will be more resilient to fires and able to 

support a greater number and diversity of wildlife. 

Native forest logging across the state should be halted immediately. There needs to be a thorough, 

independent assessment of what habitat remains and how biodiversity can be protected. It is critical 

that biodiversity conservation is strengthened, and more resources provided to develop and 

implement recovery plans for threatened species. Programs to reduce feral predator and feral 

herbivore numbers should also be introduced in parallel. 

Additional points 

Land clearing and loss of biodiversity through native forest logging and prescribed or uncontrolled 
fire are stripping Victoria of the only proven, scalable carbon capture and storage option - trees. As 
Victoria continues to log native forests and to clear land for development, we put increasing 
pressure on our natural systems and further increase the risks of climate change and catastrophic 
fires. Investing in comprehensive reforestation or replanting programs in urban and rural areas can 
significantly reduce the impact of climate change and create considerable jobs. Jobs lost from 
traditional old growth forest logging or fossil fuel industries could be transitioned into national and 
state park roles, wildlife conservation, regeneration of habitat or fire mitigation positions. 

Recommendations 

I highly recommend the Inspector-General takes definitive action to minimise the impact of climate 

change, reduce the loss of our unique biodiversity and lessen the risk of catastrophic bushfires by: 

• ending all native forest logging and make an immediate transition to plantation logging 

• building of wildlife corridors between native forests to support the movement of wildlife and 

the development of arc populations of species in different regions 

• develop comprehensive and appropriately funded actions plans for the recovery of 

threatened and endangered plant, invertebrate and animal species 

• consider partnerships with proven conservation organisations to create feral proof 

sanctuaries to support the recovery of threatened and locally extinct species   

• consider fenced, feral predator free areas to test the impact of digging mammals and birds 

on reducing fuel load and minimising the risk of catastrophic fires 

• design and fund broad scale feral animal removal programs  

• encourage planting of native trees and vegetation on farmland and reserves. 

• engage with traditional indigenous fire management practices in native forests  

• funding of programs to support landowners to participate in traditional indigenous fire 

management practices on private land, and 

• purchase or leasing of more aerial water bombing resources for Victoria 




