
 

Mallacoota 

I was holidaying at Mallacoota from 27th Dec 2019, staying in a rental house. We were relying on the 

Vic Emergency App but from very early on it was saying that it was too late to leave and our safest 

option was to stay in Mallacoota. This was despite the roads out still being open, initially in both 

directions from Genoa. Once the Wingan fire started we wanted to leave but took the guidance of 

the app and stayed another night. During the days before there was no other information available 

in the town on the fire situation and we did not know where to go or what to do if a fire were to 

come trhough. On the morning of the 30th we were just lucky to hear about the community meeting 

at the oval at 11 am, as one of the locals had called a relative of ours, who called us. We attended 

the meeting and were told by the Fire chief that the fire was coming our way and was going to be 

massive, and that the road was still open to the north. This was our lifeline, thank goodness he gave 

this advice (even though the app still said not to leave), as we packed immediately and left, just 

before the road was then closed. That night we heard that the fire came through the town but we 

had made it to Bega. 

 

My main point is that many more people could have left in an orderly manner over the two days 

preceding the fire, if the app advice had told people they could leave by road. 

 

Biodiversity 

Islands of unburnt vegetation within burn areas must be protected from ‘burning out’ by fire crews, 

whenever possible. The burning of these natural refuge areas increases the ecological impacts of 

wildfire and inhibits the recovery of plants and wildlife. 

 

‘Salvage logging’ compounds the impacts of both fire and logging, and subjects fire-affected forests 

to mechanical disturbance during the critical recovery stage of the vegetation and should not be 

allowed in fire impacted regions. In addition, there needs to be much clearer regulation and 

assessment of hazardous tree removal to avoid the wholesale roadside clearing that happened in 

this fire season. 

 

To reduce the flammability of the landscape, Victoria needs to set targets to protect and promote 

the growth of older vegetation in those forest types where older growth is historically less 

flammable than younger post-fire growth. 

 

Broadscale planned burning can reduce the abundance of critical wildlife habitat features, such as 

tree hollows and hollows in logs. A strategically planned burning program that minimizes ineffective 

and counterproductive burns is also critical for biodiversity protection. 



Victoria needs to improve pre and post-fire monitoring of flora and fauna, and pre and post-fire 

monitoring of fuel loads. Favourable ecological and flammability outcomes should be incorporated 

into risk management. 

 

 

 

 




