
9 April 2020 

 

Inspector-General for Emergency Management 

GPO Box 4356 

MELBOURNE  VIC  3000 

 

ATTENTION: MR TONY PEARCE – IGEM 

 

Dear Mr Pearce 

 

RE:   MALLACOOTA BUSHFIRE ENQUIRY 2019/2020 

 

Having not been able to attend the Community IGEM Meeting held at the Mallacoota Golf 

Club recently I am very grateful to have been able to join in last night’s Webinar to provide 

feedback towards the ‘Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian Bushfire Season’.   

 

Further to our discussion last night I can advise that my parents were initially made aware of 

the preliminary ‘FZ’ BAL rating applied to their property on Friday April 3rd.  Since then the 

contractor my parents have engaged for the rebuild of their home has been in discussions 

with East Gippsland Shire Council (EGSC) representatives in regards to the unmanaged 

vegetation on the Crown Land adjacent to my parent’s property and the subsequent higher 

than normal BAL rating that now applies to the site.   

 

When the land in question was originally subdivided there was little to no vegetation within 

150meter of the boundary lines.  Over time vegetation growth resulted in at least two separate 

firebreaks being established in the area prior to the 1983 Ash Wednesday fires.  Since that 

time there is no evidence of the fire breaks, nor any other vegetation in the area, being 

managed in order to reduce the fire risk to properties.  That we as a community are now left 

with the additional costs involved with building to higher BAL ratings due to the inadequate 

management of the bushland surrounding Mallacoota is disheartening. 

 

After hearing comments last night that official submissions in regards to the 

backburning and management of the vegetation in the Davis Creek and Golf Club areas of 

Mallacoota were made to EGSC in recent years, but that nothing was done to mitigate the fire 

risk to the community, is disgraceful.   

 

I again thank you for the opportunity to express my concerns.  If it is at all possible for us to 

arrange a video conference call between yourself and my family, we would truly appreciate 

the chance to speak directly with you. 

 

Kindest Regards 

 

 


