
 
  

 

  

  

  

In addition I have given a paper copy of the Amendment Notice C115, covered 
by Ministerial Authorisation No AO2448, notifying ratepayers of their intention 
to make amendments to the Monash Planning Scheme that applies to land affected 
by the vegetation Protection Overlay including but not limited to permission to 
remove dead dying or dangerous trees or those that are environmental weeds. You 
can view this notice and associated documentation at: 
www.monash.vic.gov.au/planning/amendments and www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/planning/p
ublicinspection 

  

Research information I used that you may want to look at can be found as follows: 

1. The relationship of site conditions to the invading capability of Melaleuca 
Quinquinerva in Southwest Florida. Thesis presented to the Graduate 
Council of the University of Florida (Masters) by Ronald L. Myers in 
1975,  pages 145 to 147. (Google as I don't have web address) 

2. Invasion History of Melaleuca Quinquinerva (Cav.) S.T. Blake in Florida - 
CASTANEA Volume 71  September 2006, pages 210 - 216.(Google as I don't 
have web address) 

3. Melaleuca parvistaminea, DST-NRF Centre of Excellence for Invasion 
Biology, Llewellyn Jacobs. https://ir.sun.ac.za/cib/handle/123456789/1145 

4. Can Australian Native Plants be Weeds? How big is the 
Problem?www.wsvic.org.au/node/27 posted by Kate Blood, Media 
Assistance. Weed Society of Victoria. 



5. What is a 
weed www.aabr.org.au/index.php??option=com_content&view=category&id=
92&itemid=75 andwww.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/invasive/weeds/weed
swhat.html 

6. Melaleuca 
Armillaris www.plantsandlandscapes.com.au/prov_site/Melaleuca_armillaris 

7. Melaleuca armillaris var. 
armillaris.http://keyserver.lucidcentral.org/weeds/data/03030800-0b07-490a-8d04-
0605030c0f01/media/Html/Melaleuca_armillaris_var._armillaris.htm 

8. Submission in response to Victoria's draft invasive plants and animals Policy 
Framework Sept 2009.  Invasive Species 
Council.www.invasives.org.au  Pages 3 & 4 

Additional info that I wanted to give but he did not turn up: 

1. Indigenous to the heath land is an endangered leek orchid which we could include in 
any regeneration to heath land and use as a point in grant application. 

2. The photo in office clearly demonstrates that early on there were less 
Melaleuca. 

3. Anecdotal evidence that they used to shoot 303 rifles at targets at the built up area at 
the back of the third green when the area was a gun club which indicates minimal 
growth in the line of vision from the clubhouse to the third green.
may be able to give more info

If we encouraged the council to adopt the same approach as Monash this would really help 
them, local business and the golf course. 
Also we could engage someone like the Broadmeadows TAFE in identifying the species and 
involve their students in a rehabilitation project to restore some of this land back to heath 
land. I have a contact name in the Botany department there. Then we may also be able to 
apply for a grant? 
Hope this all makes sense and that I have typed the correct web details. 
Enjoy your break 

 

 
Begin forwarded message: 

Subject: MALLACOOTA fires 

 
A few years ago I submitted this research to a member of the MALLACOOTA golf club. I never had a 
response. If this had been followed through many homes would not have burnt down including that 
if who were supportive of this paper. There were anecdotally some committee 
members who wanted as little done by way of fuel reduction as possible.  
 
A bit later the golf club did remove some of this tea tree and were reported on by a local (individual 
or group) and fined. The Golf club were potentially restricted in their maintenance of the 
undergrowth and tea tree by interference and clandestine inspection/surveillance of their activities 
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Disclaimer 

I have researched and produced this paper because of the current controversy surrounding 

the clearance of Melaleuca on the 3rd and 4th and 18th holes of the golf course. I am hoping 

that this paper will produce topics for consideration that will highlight the underlying issue 

which is that these Melaleuca have colonised due to disturbance of the original flora to the 

extent that all other native vegetation has ceased to exist under their canopy. The areas 

bordering on many of the front nine holes is surrounded by dense canopies that are self 

preserving and have prevented other native species from germinating and regenerating to 

the original flora that prevailed before the disturbance. These trees have grown in dense 

thickets that have increased fire fuel and are unsightly. They require an inordinate amount 

of maintenance due to storm damage and other natural causes. Where recent removal and 

burning has occurred melaleuca seedlings and a variety of other natural vegetation has 

grown back.  

 

As I am not a botanist or qualified to determine wether or not the stand is an “invasive 

weed” nor can I specifically identify the species so, I have offered some suggestions as to 

what they might be. Some of these are considered serious invasive weeds by several 

Australian Government departments. 

Introduction 

The purpose of this paper is to discuss the environmental status and impact of the 

melaleuca growing on the coastal side of the golf course, and offer possible options for 

ongoing management of the area within our boundaries. This does not impact on current or 

potential layout or structure of the course itself. 

 

The Invasive Species Council of Australia recognised in 2009 that conflicts of interest have 

prevented effective action on invasive species and called for reforms that included a 

centralised approach to weed management, legislative reform, mandatory risk assessment 

and comprehensive risk management to address species at all stages of invasion. They 

mention in particular Pittosporum undulatum, Acacia longifolia ssp. longifolia and 

Leptospermum laevigatum and they suggest that climate change is likely to exacerbate the 

invasive potential of indigenous species. 

 

In august 2010 at a seminar held by the Weed Society of Victoria Geoff Carr of Ecology 

Australia listed 20 weedy Australian native plants  that included the coastal tea tree 

Leptospermum laevigatum, Pittosporum undulatum, eight wattles and three of the 

melaleuca species. He also highlighted that some natives and exotics are hybridising with 

local indigenous plants altering the genetic makeup of indigenous species. Parks Victoria 

acknowledged that 18 of the 20 were also on their list of invasive weeds. Tim Low, author 

of Feral Future also discussed the many Australian plants that have become invasive weeds 

overseas. Eminent weed scientist Dr Richard Groves from CSIRO discussed fluctuation in 

indigenous populations for example the coastal tea tree (Leptospermum laevigatum)  in 

Wilson’s Prom that has due to lack of bushfires, lead to Leptospermum overtaking other 

Indigenous Plants creating an imbalance. A recent trip to Wilson’s Prom verified that DSE 

have in fact recently burnt a huge stand of this species as a management control measure. 

 

In addition these trees pose a health risk as ticks breed prolifically in these stands and many 

volunteers suffer health issues as a result of tick bites. 
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What is Melaleuca 

The best-accepted common name for Melaleuca is simply melaleuca; however 
most of the larger species are also known as tea tree, and the smaller types 
as honey myrtles, while those species in which the bark is shed in flat, flexible 
sheets are referred to as paperbarks. The Tea tree is presumably named for the 
brown colouration of many water courses caused by leaves shed from trees of this 
and similar species (for a famous example see Brown Lake (Stradbroke Island)). 
The name "tea tree" is also used for a related genus, Leptospermum, also 
in Myrtaceae. Several melaleuca‘s have been identified as invasive or potentially 
invasive weeds. (Wikipedia) 
 
There are 20 species of Melaleuca listed for Victoria by the Department of Primary 

Industries.  

 

The common coastal tea tree Melaleuca Lanceolata or Moona is not one we have covered 

in this paper due to its foliage clearly identifying it as a species that is not 

abundant/invasive on our course. 

 

What is a weed 

According to the Department of Environment and Conservation Western Australia, a weed 

is a plant growing where it is not wanted. These plants have certain characteristics: 

• Production of large quantities of seeds which may remain dormant for a number of 

years  

• Effective dispersal mechanisms 

• Rapid seedling establishment 

• Ability to invade disturbed land 

• Ability to release self protecting toxins that (alleopathic) interfere with surrounding 

plants or seedlings 

 

An environmental weed is one that establishes in natural ecosystems and adversely 

modifies natural processes, resulting in a decline of the invaded community. 

 

An invasive plant is one that successfully reproduces, spreading and threatening 

ecosystems, habitats or species 

 

Not all weeds in Australia have come from other countries. A weed can be an exotic 

species or a native species that colonises and persists in an eco system in which it did not 

previously exist. Australian native plants become weeds when they move from their natural 

habitat to a new area where they develop a competitive advantage over indigenous plants 

allowing them to establish naturalised populations. They can also become weeds when 

characteristics within their natural habitat change enabling them to better compete with 

other species and increase their population size and density. In Victoria around 200 species 

have become environmental weeds. 

 

These invasive plants reduce natural diversity by smothering native plants or preventing 

them from growing back after disturbances such as clearing, fire etc by out competing them 

for nutrients water space and sunlight. This also means they replace the diverse native 

plants that insects, birds and animals need to prosper and increase not only fire risk but also 

alter fire regimes i.e. hotter and more destructive. 
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Do we have any on the Course 

There are at least 4 melaleuca species found on our course, some in greater numbers than 

others and at least 2 may be invasive weeds 

What can we do about it 

• If the committee disagrees that the Melaleuca areas under discussion is an invasive 

weed and requires management then - do  nothing – continue to clean debris as 

required 

• If the committee agrees that some action needs to be taken then: 

o Determine boundaries  

o Obtain a formal identification of the Melaleuca stands under question 

o Draw up an action plan or include in future overall Golf Club development 

plans 

o Apply for any necessary approvals or permits 

o Advise members 

o Apply for grants 

o Implement 

 

Options for action may include:- 

• Request DSE to revegetate and remove weeds outside our boundary; 

• Use this data to support applications/decisions to reduce the amount of Melaleuca in 

the areas within our boundaries; 

• Burn large sections at a time over an agreed time period, allow regeneration and 

then burn the seedlings prior to maturity allowing regeneration of the original flora. 

This would be a slower process, but would allow fire fuel to be reduced and reduce 

fire risk to town; and/or 

• Apply for grants to eliminate small areas at a time and revegetate with plants to 

restore it quickly to original flora. Would take longer, but may get more buy in from 

members and other locals. 

 

Melaleuca Species classified as invasive weeds 

Melaleuca Quinquenervia 

 

Melaleuca Quinquenervia has been identified as a significant invasive weed threatening the 

biological integrity of Florida’s Everglade ecosystems. 56 species were imported into 

Florida in the first half of the 20th century. 

 

A study on the relationship of site conditions to the invading capability of Melaleuca 

Quinquenerva by Ronald L. Myers determined the following: 

 

“Melaleuca should be looked upon as a weed, an aggressive invader of unoccupied, 

disturbed sites, not as an active invader undisturbed natural ecosystems” …. “Only after a 

site has been disturbed will Melaleuca be successful”….. “Will, once established probably 

occupy a site for a long time.” 

 

“Observations have led to the conclusion that Melaleuca stands are practically devoid of 

animal life, and that its continuos spread will result in a pauperisation of native fauna 

through the elimination of their habitat” 
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“They should be managed for healthy…ecosystems” 

 

Whilst I do not believe this species is a problem for us at the Golf Club, the results of 

the extensive scientific investigation highlight several areas of concern that could well 

apply to other melaleuca species growing on our course. 

 

Melaleuca parvistaminea Byrnes 

In 2012 Llewellyn Jacobs assessed the first documented invasion of Melaleuca 

parvistaminea Byrnes in the Cape (South Africa). This serotinus reseeder was first 

identified as Melaleuca ericifolia which is a sister taxon. His findings concluded that the 

population structure indicated considerable spread by seed and that as the clearing and fire 

caused prolific recruitment, but as the plants only reproduced after 5 years clearing could 

be effective in controlling spread. 

 

Melaleuca parvistaminea 

Common Name: Rough-barked Honey-myrtle 

Synonym:  

Family: Myrtaceae 

Size: 2-4m x 3-5m 

Description: Dense or open upright shrub or small tree. Rough scaly bark. 

Leaves: Rough narrow leaves, either scattered or rings of 3, 4-11mm x c. 1mm, tip 

blunt. Protruding oil glands on lower surface. 

Flowering: Covered in short dense terminal spikes to 10-25mm x 1cm. Small woody 

capsule. 

Flower Colour: Cream 

Flowering Time: October to December 

Growing Conditions: Moist poorly drained shallow infertile soil in riparian woodland. Full sun, semi 

shade. 
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Melaleuca ericifolia 

 

Native to eastern Victoria, found growing in sand to sandy loam soils along creeks, river 

flats and swamps as well as the coast and can grow to 9 metres tall. Dark green leaves are 

needle like, alternate, 1 to 2 cm long and curved at the tip. Bark is light brown cracked and 

peeling. 

 

In 2009 DPI identified Melaleuca ericifolia as a potential weed in Victoria and where 

several species were trialled in Victoria for revegetation this particular species spread 

vigorously choking out other vegetation. They recommended other species be used for 

revegetation. Melaleuca ericifolia may be maintained by episodic fire forming even aged 

stands. According to the Department of sustainability and Environment (EVC 53) 

Melaleuca Ericifolio often forms dense thickets that out compete other species and light 

penetrating to ground level is required for herbaceous groundcover or emergent eucalypts 

to grow under this species. 

 

Melaleuca Ericifolia: 

Common Name: Swamp Paperbark 

Synonym:  

Family: Myrtaceae 

Size: 4-9m x 2-6m 

Description: Dense or open upright suckering shrub or small tree. Papery bark. 

Leaves: Small narrow leaves, either singly or rings of 3, 7-19mm x c. 1mm, tip blunt. Glands 

indistinct on lower surface. 

Flowering: Plant covered in short terminal flower spikes to 17mm long and more than 1cm wide. 

Small woody capsule. 

Flower Colour: Cream 

Flowering Time: October to November 

Growing Conditions: Moist to wet swampy conditions, forming thickets. Frost tolerant. Full sun to semi 

shade. 
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Melaleuca Armillaris (Bracelet Honey Myrtle or Giant Honey Myrtle) 

 

M. Armillaris is widespread in heath communities, often on headland or coastal ranges in 

NSW, Victoria and Tasmania. It has naturalised on Kangaroo Island as well as south 

Western Australia and is rated as a serious environmental weed in many areas of Victoria 

and South Australia 

 

It has been widely cultivated in temperate regions and has spread from these deliberate 

plantings invading coastal heath lands, reserves and roadsides outside of its natural range.  

As well as replacing native species this plant increases fuel loads in the invaded area 

making it more prone to fires that can alter the whole ecosystem and stimulate further 

invasion. It is fast growing and adapts to most soils and aspects. It is tolerant of sea spray, 

frost and drought. 

 

This species grows to 5 metres high with hard or corky bark. Leaves are dark green needle 

like, linear alternate and grow to 12 – 25mm long 1 mm wide apex recurved. This tree can 

grow to 7 metres wide and 8 metres high. 
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