
 

 

To: Inspector-General of Emergency Management 
       ‘Inquiry into the 2019/2020 Victorian Fire Season’ 
 
From:
 
 
 
A submission to Phase 1 -  Community and sector preparedness for and response to the 
                                            2019/2020 summer season. 
 
                                            And specifically - “Review all opportunities and approaches to 
                                            bushfire preparedness including different methods of fuel and  
                                            land management.” 
 
In this submission to the inquiry I ask that the well researched area of vegetation modification 
using less flammable and fire resistant trees and shrubs be considered as an important part of 
making particular areas of the modern Australian landscape less at risk in the future. 
 
My focus in this is on the many areas where residential areas have an interface with highly fire 
prone bushland. These could be newly developed suburbs on the northern and western perimeters 
of our cities and towns and also smaller settlements in similarly risky settings. 
 
Much research has been carried out and documented by reputable organisations including state fire 
authorities and others into differing levels of flammability and fire resistance in various trees and 
shrubs. Many evergreens and deciduous trees and also some indigenous species don’t burn as 
easily as eucalypts and can also suppress ember attack.  
 
Vegetation Modification - some points to consider: 
 
1. A first approach could be to gather together available research and any anecdotal evidence 

demonstrating the effectiveness of using fire resistant trees to slow fire progress and protect 
property. This could then help develop an evidence-based policy. 

 
2.  If it could be said that all change is difficult, change in this area could be more so. Australians 

have had a long love affair with the bush and eucalypts. In fact a quick look at websites of a 
couple of local government areas shows strong support for indigenous varieties and no reference 
to non-indigenous trees and their place in the landscape. It’s likely that commencing a process 
of modifying the vegetation mix would need the support of both state and local government, 
possibly with some regulation. Most importantly, community awareness and support for change 
in this area would be vital, so public information about what is proposed should be a key part of 
any process.  

 
3.  If adopted, this process of modifying the vegetation makeup in certain areas should be supported 

by expert advice being available to both individual residential owners and local government as 
new plantings and replacements are carried out. The vision would be for a gradually evolving 
mix of different types of trees and shrubs with many strategically placed low flammability trees 
in gardens, on roadsides and in public areas, all contributing to a lowering of fire risk and 
hopefully making areas more defendable. 

      
In finishing, I realise that the general subjects of bushfire preparedness and fuel and land 
management, which the Inquiry is considering are broad in scope. I hope that vegetation 
modification might form part of your deliberations and final recommendations. 
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Further reading material 
 
• Fire Retardant Garden Plants For The Urban Fringe and Rural Areas (www.fire.tas.gov.au) 
 
• Deciduous trees can provide crucial bushfire protection in rural Australia 

www.recreatingthecountry.com.au/blog/deciduous-trees-can-provide-crucial-bushfire-
protection 

 
• Landscaping For Bushfire: Garden Design and Plant Selection (a CFA Vic publication) 
 
 
 


