
 

Victorian Government and emergency services preparation 

 

 

Climate change has been exacerbated the length and severity of the bushfire seasons, which 

poses challenges for bushfire and land management. Having longer and more intense bushfire 

seasons does have major implications for preparing for bushfires. There is the common 

argument that there needs to be more hazard reduction burning to reduce the fuel load in the 

landscape, but there are limitations to this. The longer fire seasons, for example, will make it 

harder to find suitable days on which prescribed burning can be done safely. Victorian policy 

has moved toward more targeted hazard reduction burns, rather than hectare based approach, 

which I think is welcome.  

 

Planned burnings are most effective around the immediate vicinity of property (300-1km 

away). Burning much of the wilderness could be ineffective or unnecessary in protecting 

property, while potentially being damaging to the bush.  Greater attention should be given to 

Indigenous land management practices, which are often more in tune with the ecology of the 

landscape. Cooler, mosaic style burns could be more effective in reducing fuel loads, without 

damaging the environment.   

 

 

Victorian Government and emergency services response 

 

The response of the Victorian Government in the 2019-20 bushfire season was commendable. 

I appreciate the hard work of the Government and members of the emergency services in 

effectively coordinating response and clearly communicating with the public. The declaration 

of the State of Disaster was appropriate given severe nature of the fires and the need for 

urgent, coordinated action. Overseas assistance was also very helpful. This included 

firefighters from the US and Canada, plus defence personnel from Indonesia, Papua New 

Guinea and some South Pacific islands nations.  

 

These links of cooperation and assistance should be encouraged into the future. The 

Australian Defence Force also played a critical support role in the bushfire effort. This 

included naval evacuations to get people out of danger areas, where access by road was 

blocked or unsafe. This also included defence personnel.  

 

My father, as a chaplain in the army reserves, was deployed as part of Operation Bushfire 

Assist. Part of his role was providing mental health and moral support to the volunteers and 

other people involved in the bushfire effort. The army may be expected to play a greater role 

in responding to natural disasters in the future, including bushfires. 

 

 

Relief activities 

 

There was tremendous generosity from the Australian community and many people 

volunteering. This reflects the solidarity we have in confronting shared disasters, such as 

bushfires. This included donations coming from sporting events, such as the Australian Open. 

There were several issues raised with the money getting to communities. Hence there may 

need to be attention to streamlining the flow of donations. The earlier the money and 



resources get into the communities, the more effective they are, particularly in helping people 

who have lost everything and need immediate support.   

 

 

Recovery activities 

 

The bushfires have had a considerable impact on communities. Compared to Black Saturday 

2009, in which there was major damage on a single day, the appropriately named “Black 

Summer” season went for some months. This wreaked a severe emotional and financial toll 

on the communities. The recovery of tourism areas has been hindered by the perception of 

dangerous bushfires occurring everywhere, even though some areas were actually quite safe 

or had bushfires burnt out.  

 

The recovery has also been made more difficult for some businesses because of the Covid-19 

outbreak. The recovery will pose a considerable financial challenge. The impact on the 

environment has also been severe, with some 1 billion animals reportedly killed by the 

bushfires. Hence there will also need to be major work on reforestation and supporting native 

flora and fauna. 

 

 

 
  
 




